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Campaigners set for fight over town houses parking 

SPORTS GROUND 
HOMES BATTLE 


DAVE IS SANTA BACK TO HIS FESTIVE H0-H0-H0ME 



Santa Dave gets a warm welcome from friendly elves Sarah Dibb, left, and Hayley Albright at the Mad As A Hatter tea rooms 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


CAMPAIGNERS are trying to 
block plans to build homes 
on the site of a once-famous 
sports ground in Oldbury. 

Morris Homes wants to put four 
three-storey town houses on the 
former Accles and Pollock Sports 
Ground in Brades Road but residents 
living nearby have moved to stop the 
proposals over concerns about park¬ 
ing and road safety. 

The application had been recommended for 
approval by planning officers at Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil, however the planning committee put off a 
decision and stated they wanted to view the site 
first. 

Morris Homes initially wanted to build only 
two properties on the site but has amended its 
application to four. 

Two parking spaces would be provided with 
each house but neighbours insist that is not 
enough and will lead to people parking on what 
is already a congested road. 

They raised fears about the homes being built 
on a bend and also believe people’s privacy may 
be infringed. A 14ft fence would be put up next 
to the new houses and it is felt this will impact 
on views from current homes. 

Parking 

Chris Irwin said: “There is virtually no park¬ 
ing on that road. Cars on that road have to park 
half on the road and half on the pavement. 

“The four town houses will be built on a bend 
which is going to be a real issue. 

“There has already been an accident down 
there which resulted in a car being written off. 

“One of the homes would have a 14ft fence 
next to their garden which would affect their 
outlook, and that isn’t what they paid for.” 

Despite concerns raised by the campaigners, 
the council’s highways team has not reported 
any issues regarding the application. 

Councillor Barbara Price, who sits on the 
planning committee, said she needed to know 
more about the site before she could come to a 
decision. She said: “I am not very happy with 
this, I want to go and look at the site before I 
make a decision.” 

Accles and Pollock Sports Ground, named 
after the historic steel tubing company which 
was bought out by Caparo in the 1990s, fea¬ 
tured football and cricket pitches, tennis courts, 
bowling green and a running track but has been 
run down for years. 

Members of the planning committee are due 
to visit the site on January 20 before making 
a final decision on the application on the same 
day. 


HE may not have been welcome at a Birming¬ 
ham shopping centre, but Santa was asked to 
bring festive cheer to a party shop in Bear¬ 
wood. 

David Upson, aged 69, from Oldbury, 
known locally as Santa Dave, said he was dis¬ 
appointed that during his annual trip around 
the area to bring festive cheer he was turned 
away from the Bullring shopping centre by 
security guards. 

But Mr Upson aimed to inject some festive 
fun with regular visits to tea rooms and crafts 
venue Mad As A Hatter in Bearwood in the 


run up to Christmas Day. Mr Upson, a retired 
land surveyor, has been dressing up as Santa 
for the last 16 years and regularly visits Bir¬ 
mingham’s German market in costume. 

He said: “I thoroughly enjoy playing Santa 
and love the Mad as a Hatter shop, I’ve been 
involved with them for as long as they’ve been 
opened. 

“ I love talking to the kids and making this 
time of year extra special for them. The shop 
is a lovely, friendly and quirky place and I see 
it as a home from home. 

“It’s a great place to bring Santa season to 


Bearwood and I’m sure the kids are going to 
be very excited.” 

Owner of Mad As A Hatter Hayley Albright 
said: “Dave spends a lot of time with us in 
the shop and has an incredibly good heart. He 
does so much for charity without charging an¬ 
ything.” 

Sophie Diner, Bullring spokeswoman, said: 
“Our customers are welcome to walk through 
the centre in costumes. However, if any of our 
visitors in costume wish to engage with other 
customers’ children for photos, there are cer¬ 
tain procedures that need to be applied.” 


TRAFFIC 

Ad boards approval 
sparks safety fears 


MOTORISTS travelling on the M5 and M6 
in the Black Country will be put in danger, it 
has been claimed after a plan to put up two 
giant advertising boards overlooking the 
motorway was approved by councillors. 

Sandwell Council has passed a major 
hurdle in its bid to 
build the 24ft wide 
LED screens over 
a section close the 
where the M5 and 
M6 meet. 

The application 
was backed by the 
council’s planning 
committee despite 
the fact a petition objecting the structure 
was signed by almost 250 people. West 
Midlands Police had also called for the ap¬ 
plication to be blocked on safety grounds. 

The boards will stand 60ft off the ground 
in Ray Hall Lane, West Bromwich, on both 
sides of the motorway. The application will 
have to go before the full council. 

During the meeting, Councillor Liam 
Preece, who represents the Charlemont 
ward and launched the petition on the 
grounds that it would distract drivers, said: 
“This is a damaging and dangerous appli¬ 
cation in our view.” 



An illuminated ad sign 


LEISURE 


Ice rink is back on the 
agenda for councillors 

A PROPOSED ice rink for West Bromwich 
which has been hit by a series of delays is to 
be discussed by councillors. 

Sandwell Council said the latest of the 
facility, which is planned to be built on the 
site of the derelict Queens Square car park, 
would be presented to members of the cabi¬ 
net ‘early next year’. 

Uncertainty currently surrounds the pro¬ 
posed development, which was originally 
scheduled to open by spring this year. 

However, the prospective opening date 
has since been pushed back to the end of 
2016. No formal application for the ice rink 
has yet been submitted by Planet Ice, the 
firm behind the venture, has insisted it is ‘not 
dead’. 

In August, Sandwell Council leader Dar¬ 
ren Cooper said unofficial proposals which 
had been sent for officers to view had been 
tweaked and sent back to the developer to 
consider. 
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New trends will ensure 2016 can be fit for all 



Festive fitness - guru Mel 


BLACK Country fitness guru 
Mel Carpenter looks forward 
to 2016... 

The New Year means a lot more people 
will be out looking for workouts to get 
in shape for 2016 and that means that 
gyms, bootcamps and personal trainers 
will be fighting for their attention. 

Every year the fitness world adjusts 
and evolves bringing in new elements for 
you to try. For instance, five years ago 
no-one knew what HUT was, but most 
classes have now added elements of high 
intensity training. But what will be the 
new trends being added to workout rou¬ 
tines? Here is my top 10 for 2016: 

1. Wearable Technology: I hear a lot of 


people talking about how many steps or 
how many calories they’ve burned that 
day and it’s all though the wearable fit¬ 
ness technology. Fitness trackers, smart 
watches and GPS tracking devices are 
everywhere now. 

2. Body Weight Training: As the tech 
side is taking off in a big way the other 
side is a lot of people want to get ‘back 
to basics’. Body weight training uses no 
equipment making it more affordable. 

3. High-Intensity Interval Training 
(HUT): People who are health conscience 
but struggle to find time to work out 
are more attracted to HUT, with short 
bursts of activity followed by a short 
period of rest or recovery.4. Strength 
Training. Incorporating strength train¬ 


ing is an essential part of a complete ex¬ 
ercise programme for all physical activity 
levels. The other essential components 
are aerobic exercise and flexibility. 

5. Educated and Experienced Fitness 
Professionals. Given the large number 
of organisations offering health and fit¬ 
ness certifications, it’s important that 
consumers choose certified professionals. 

6. Personal Training. The one-to-one 
attention and accountability you get 
from a PT is still one of the best ways to 
achieve your own personal goals. 

7. Functional Fitness. This is a trend 
towards using strength training to im¬ 
prove balance and ease of every day 
movements. 

8. Fitness Programmes for Older 


Adults. As populations age, more people 
in the 60-plus range are trying to stay ac¬ 
tive. Therefore many health and fitness 
professionals are taking the time to cre¬ 
ate age-appropriate fitness programmes 
to bring in older clients. 

9. Exercise and Weight Loss. In addi¬ 
tion to nutrition, exercise is a key compo¬ 
nent of a proper weight loss programme. 

10. Yoga. Still as popular as ever, yoga 
utilises a series of specific bodily pos¬ 
tures practiced for health and relaxation 
and also develops strength and fitness. 
As well as traditional classes Yoga is still 
developing new classes all the time - Hot 
yoga, Curvesome Yoga, and Yogalates. 

• Find out more at www.thehealthcar- 

penter.co.uk 


Fake brands 
clothing was 
seized after 
unit swoop 


Tammi says farewell to 
long locks for charity 



Tammi with the lopped pony tail at Unique Hair Design & Beauty in Brierley Hill Stylist Faye Alloway, Tammi’s auntie, with the scissors 


A GIRL from Cradley Heath 
had 14 inches of her hair cut 
to donate to a cancer charity 
which provides wigs to chil¬ 
dren. 

Tammi Alloway-Jones, aged 
seven, first thought of the idea 
back in September with her 
aunt, Faye, aged 28 and mother 
Claire, 35. 

She thought because her hair was 
so long, rather than just have it cut 
off, it could be donated to a good 


cause. On Tuesday, with the help of 
hairdresser Faye, Tammi, who goes to 
Crestwood Park School in Kingswin- 
ford, cut off her locks at Unique Hair 
Designs and Beauty in Turners Lane, 
Brierley Hill. 

She is giving the hair to The Little 
Princess Trust, which provides wigs 
and assists children receiving treat¬ 
ment for cancer. 

Her mum, Claire said: “I think it’s a 
fantastic thing that Tammi has done 
and I couldn’t be any more proud of 
her. She was more excited rather than 
nervous and loved all the pictures 


being taken.“She was only meant to 
have 10 inches cut off but ended up 
having 14, but she didn’t mind at all. 

“Little Princess Trust is an incred¬ 
ible charity which helps so many kids 
going through such a terrible time. 

“Tammi had her heart set on giving 
the hair to them. We posted it off on 
Wednesday and she’ll be receiving a 
certificate from them over the next 
few weeks thanking her for her ef¬ 
forts. 

“Her hair is always been so long, 
she’s never really had a proper hair 
cut, just a few trims every couple of 


months. She loves her new hair and 
keeps waking up wanting to have a 
different style to go to school with.” 

The charity provide real hair wigs, 
free of charge, to boys and girls across 
the UK and Ireland that have lost 
their own hair through cancer treat¬ 
ment. 

Not only has the family donated 
hair but they are also raising money 
for the charity and have currently 
raised around £200. 

Anyone wishing to donate you can 
visit mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/ 
tammiallowayjones 


COUNTERFEIT designer clothing with 
a street value of around £1.5 million 
was seized in an undercover operation 
by Staffordshire Trading Standards, a 
court heard. 

The haul from a storage unit in Bir¬ 
mingham comprised more than 37,000 
individual items purporting to be well 
known brands like Dolce & Gabbana 
and Diesel. 

However, they were all fakes and 
destined to be sold to unsuspecting cus¬ 
tomers at markets all over the Midlands 
and beyond, said Mr Tony Watkin, pros¬ 
ecuting. After weeks of watching the 
warehouse in Tyseley, trading stand¬ 
ards officers and West Midlands Police 
pounced, arresting four men at the 
warehouse. 

Two of them, brothers Qassim Zafar 
and Shamas Zafar, were about to set off 
in vans loads up with the fake designer 
wares. 

The brothers were each given prison 
sentences suspended for a year - Qas¬ 
sim, aged 22, of Douglas Road, Acocks 
Green, Birmingham got 20 weeks and 
Shamas, aged 20, of the same address, 
got 13 weeks. Both admitted two charges 
of possessing counterfeit goods. 

Obvious 

Co-defendants Mohammed Yasir 
Zabe, 32, of Maybank, Bordesley Green, 
Birmingham and Aaron Mills, 24, of 
Warwick Road, Tyseley, Birmingham 
were given community orders, Zabe to 
do 270 hours unpaid community work 
and Mills 210 hours. Both admitted one 
charge of possessing counterfeit goods. 

The brothers and Mills were also each 
ordered to pay £1,040 costs. 

Judge Mark Eades told them: “It is 
pretty obvious some of you know a lot 
more about this operation than you are 
prepared to let on. You are involved in a 
cover-up to protect those higher up the 
chain. 

“For you it is an easy way to make 
money. This warehouse was chock-a- 
bloc with counterfeit goods. You were 
there in different roles, loading or un¬ 
loading vehicles or distributing fake 
goods to the markets. Judging by the 
amount of goods in the facility it was a 
major operation.” 
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Demand is 
hotting up 
for Frozen 
concerts 

‘FOR the First Time in Forever’, 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham will 
be transported to the snow-covered 
kingdom of Arendelle through two 
cine-concert performances of the fea¬ 
ture film phenomenon Disney’s Fro¬ 
zen in April 2016. 

Accompanied by the City Of Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Orchestra and 
Chorus as part of Disney’s Frozen in 
Concert. 

The concerts will see Symphony 
Hall transformed into the ultimate 
cinematic experience as the big 
screen captures every moment of this 
dazzling multi-award winning film 
spectacle accompanied by the CBSO’s 
world-class Orchestra and Chorus 
performing the songs and score. 

There is no better way to celebrate 
one of Disney’s best-loved films than 
to hear ‘Let It Go’, ‘Do You Want To 
Build A Snowman?’ and ‘Love Is An 
Open Door’ performed by some of the 
country’s best musicians in this roof 
raising performance. 

The concert, which will be con¬ 
ducted by Simon Lee, is a collabo¬ 
rative event between the CBSO and 
Town Hall Symphony Hall. 

Booking Information: 

Saturday April 16 at 2pm and 6pm. 
Tickets: £25, £33.50, £41.50, £49.50 
plus transaction fee*. Tickets are 
available from Symphony Hall or 
Town Hall Box Offices in person, by 
phone: 0121 345 0499, or online: cbso. 
co.uk/whatson. (*Please note: a £3 
transaction fee is charged by THSH 
Box Office on all bookings except 
those made in person). 

New boss for 
department 

A NEW boss has been appointed at a 
council’s troubled children’s services 
department. Andrew Christie replac¬ 
es Lord Warner as Birmingham’s chil¬ 
dren’s commissioner. 

After being consistently rated inad¬ 
equate by Ofsted, the authority has 
said its social care team may not be fit 
for purpose until April 2017. 

The government appointed Lord 
Warner as the first external commis¬ 
sioner in March 2014. 

Mr Christie from Westminster City 
Council will now take over and con¬ 
tinue a three-year review of the de¬ 
partment. He has overseen children’s 
services in the three London boroughs 
of Westminster, Hammersmith and 
Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea 
since 2011. 

Pub scheme for 
flats and chippy 

A NEW dining room, chip shop and 
three flats will be built at an Old¬ 
bury pub under new plans. The trio 
of two-bedroom apartments would be 
added on the first floor of the extend¬ 
ed George Inn in Dudley Road. 


100-year 



Rev Andrew Collins, aged 100 


old vicar 

BRITAIN was a year into the First 
World War when Rev Andrew Col¬ 
lins was born. The vicar, who taught 
at schools in the Black Country dur¬ 
ing his professional career, has just 
turned 100 - but still shows no signs 
of slowing down. 

And after clocking his century he 
decided to lead mass at St Edmund’s 
Church in Dudley, just six days after 
his landmark birthday. Without the 
use of a microphone he consecrated 
the bread and wine, joked with pa¬ 
rishioners and vowed to come back 
next year after his 101st birthday. 


returns to church 


Speaking of his return to the 
church, he said the role ‘isn’t really 
something you ever retire from’. 

Jon Harcourt, a close friend and 
treasurer at St Edmund’s, said: “He 
always comes to celebrate mass as 
near to his birthday as possible. He 
must’ve been the oldest vicar cele¬ 
brating mass that day. He was head¬ 
master at a school in Sedgley and 
has been coming to St Edmunds for 
70 years. He was also the priest-in¬ 
charge at St Mary the Virgin Church 
in Enville where he now lives. A re¬ 
ception was also held in Enville Hall 


to celebrate his 100th birthday.” Mr 
Collins, who served as an RAF officer 
during the Second World War, was 
born on November 30, 1915. 

He returned to a teaching career 
and became deputy headteacher of 
Lower Gornal Boys’ Secondary School 
and headteacher at the Church of the 
Ascension Middle School, Wall Heath. 

He was ordained in 1961 and be¬ 
came senior curate of Sedgley Parish 
Church. The father-of-four, who was 
married to late wife Marian for 57 
years, was appointed priest-in-charge 
of Enville in 1997. 


M'way roadworks finally 
complete, six months on 


OVERRUNNING motorway road¬ 
works which caused a year of cha¬ 
os on surrounding roads have fi¬ 
nally been completed - six months 
later than expected. 

Repair work on the link road off the M6 
at Wednesbury on to the M5 in West Bro¬ 
mwich finished last Thursday morning. 

It brings to an end 12 months of misery for 
motorists across the region, caused by sealed 
off lanes and the closure of the M6 Junction 
9 slip road. 

The southbound carriageway has returned to 
full-lane capacity and the slip road reopened. 

But bosses have warned there could be up to 
six overnight closures in the new year on the 
same stretch in order to complete ‘snagging 
works’. 

Highways England project manager Jess 
Kenny said: “We would like to thank motorists 
for their patience throughout the year in what 
has been a long and challenging maintenance 
programme. 

Minimal 

“It was vital that we did this work and we are 
pleased to finally have the roadworks removed. 
In the new year we will need to carry out final 
pieces of work which will be done overnight 
and will have minimal impact on motorists.” 

The work, which was carried out to replace 
damaged waterproofing along the stretch of 
motorway, was originally due to be finished in 
June. 

“But it met a series of delays after it emerged 
that damage underneath the carriageway was 
far worse than bosses had expected. 

The job was extended until November, but 
another four-week delay followed after exten¬ 
sive steel corrosion and concrete damage was 
found. 

As part of the work, the Junction 9 slip road 
at Wednesbury was blocked off. 

This meant drivers were forced to travel 
miles out of their way to access the M6 from 
Walsall town centre. 

In August frustrated residents protested at 
the slip road over fears that its closure had 
caused Walsall to become a gridlocked town. 

Wednesbury North Councillor Peter Hughes 
said: “It is absolutely fantastic news. The work 
has caused a great deal of inconvenience for 
drivers who had to re-route and there was also 
an impact on Wednesbury because of the di¬ 
versions. 


It’s ale over now, after 2,000 pubs 



From left, Nathan Ellis, John Burton, Brent Burton, Pete Hill and Malcolm Maynard at the Tame Bridge Pub 


A GROUP of Black Country ale 
enthusiasts have now visited all 
2,000 pubs in the West Midlands - 
and their 18,500th in total. 

Black Country Ale Tairsters 
finished their final round at the 
Wellington pub in Birmingham 
on November 20. They raised 
more than £3,000 for charity in 
the process and donated it all to 
Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Member Peter Hill, aged 59, 


from West Bromwich, described 
his delight at the achievement. 
He said: “I was over the moon. We 
finished at a nice pub, with a nice 
drink and met some great people 
from the hospital. ” 

The group presented a cheque 
of £3,205 to the trust at the pub, 
where the money will go fund¬ 
ing equipment for children. The 
achievement has been a long time 
coming for the ale tasters. 

They completed all the pubs in 


the Black Country in 1990. But 
since they have had to visit 200 
new pubs in the area, along with 
ones in Birmingham and Coven¬ 
try, to complete the region. 

They already boast the bragging 
rights for having drunk at every 
pub in Wales, and in every county 
in Great Britain too. 

In total they have visited 18,500 
pubs in their pint-pulling careers 
and travelled nearly 300,000 
miles. 
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Former Caparo 
staff find work 

AS new figures show unemployment 
fell again in Sandwell last month, 
sacked Caparo workers are also find¬ 
ing their way back into new jobs. 

More than 300 workers lost their 
jobs when their factories in Darlaston, 
Oldbury, Dudley, West Bromwich and 
Cradley Heath were shut following 
the group’s collapse into administra¬ 
tion in October. 

But Cathy Taylor, at JobCentre 
Plus in the Black Country, said: 
“Some are going back into engineer¬ 
ing while others are going for other 
positions that are available.” 

Ballet all set 
for show at hall 

BIRMINGHAM Royal Ballet will per¬ 
form in an evening of music and dance 
on January 23. Dancers will joined by 
The Royal Ballet Sinfonia at Birming¬ 
ham Symphony Hall. 

Beginning his twenty-first year with 
the company, David Bintley will com¬ 
pere proceedings which will include 
highlights from Birmingham Royal 
Ballet’s diverse repertory, whisking 
audiences on a whistle stop tour of 
some of their most famous produc¬ 
tions. 

For tickets call the box office on 
0121 345 0600. 

Tributes paid to 
woman hit by car 

TRIBUTES have been paid to a wom¬ 
an who died after being hit by a car. 

Mother-of-one Tina Kenwrick, aged 
56, from Erdington, was struck in 
a car park of Rise Members Club in 
Perry Wood Road, Great Barr. She 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 
She was attending a wake for her 
friend’s daughter. 

Mrs Kenwrick worked at the Nisa 
Local Store on College Road, King- 
standing. Shop manager Kiren Bahia 
said: “She was so loved by all.” 

Council gives school 
plan the go-ahead 

PLANS for a new school offering 420 
places and a nursery, replacing the 
smallest school in Sandwell, have 
been approved. 

Sacred Heart Primary will move 
from its current base in Victoria Road, 
Tipton, to the purpose-built building 
within half a mile, off Sedgley Road 
East. The school would occupy a site 
next to the Coneygre Youth Arts Cen¬ 
tre. Sandwell Council says the new 
school will tackle a shortage of pri¬ 
mary school places in the area. 

Thousands of homeless 

NEARLY 2,500 people are registered 
homeless in the Black Country and 
South Staffordshire. Sandwell has 
the most with 726, while Stafford has 
the least with 22. The figures are part 
of an investigation which has been 
launched by the Express & Star news¬ 
paper 
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Police 'fail to identify young at-risk' 


WEST Midlands Police is failing 
to protect children from abuse and 
checks on sex offenders are not being 
carried out, a damning report says. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Con¬ 
stabulary has demanded further ac¬ 
tion after inspectors found: Officers 
failing to recognise children at risk 
of exploitation despite clear warn¬ 
ing signs; lack of training resulting 
in ‘poor investigations’; 250 sex of¬ 


fender checks not carried out. Also 
listed: Year-long delays for analysis 
of computers and other electronic 
devices in a huge backlog; children 
missing more than 10 times with¬ 
out any action to protect them and 
youths unnecessarily kept overnight 
in cells. 

Seventeen out of 21 cases of child 
sex exploitation looked at by inspec¬ 
tors were deemed to be be ‘inade¬ 


quate’ or ‘required improvement’. 
The revelations led to West Midlands 
MEP Bill Etheridge to ask: “What 
they hell is going on? 

But West Midlands Police says it 
is already taking action to address 
concerns with how it handles cases 
of child sexual abuse. Assistant Chief 
Constable Carl Foulkes, who heads 
the force’s public protection units, 
said senior officers were also acting 


on two other reports produced by in¬ 
spectors relating to domestic violence 
and vulnerable victims. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary said the force was im¬ 
proving how it dealt with protecting 
children but raised concerns and is¬ 
sued a list of recommendations for 
senior officers to address. 

ACC Foulkes said: “I welcome this 
scrutiny.” 


More needs to be done 
to protect our children 



Lonely and vulnerable - child sexual abuse victim 


(posed by a model) 


THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 


YOU really must excuse the older gen¬ 
eration for not joining the kids in punching 
the air in celebration as Tim Peake begins 
his tour of duty on the International Space 
Station. One newspaper’s science writer, 
who looks about 12, trills that this is “a gi¬ 
ant leap in British space exploration.” Let’s 
keep it in perspective, eh? Major Tim is 
250 miles high. In 1969 we watched man 
land on the moon which is 250,000 miles 
away. In 1971 and 1972 astronauts used 
the Lunar Roving Vehicle. That’s right, 
kids. More than 40 years ago, blokes were 
driving a car on the moon. Back then we 
assumed that by 2015 we’d have colonies 
on Mars, but the money ran out. So while 
a 250-mile hop into orbit is as courageous 
and inspiring as ever, let’s not fool our¬ 
selves. The giant leap into space is still on 
the drawing board. 

AND excuse us, too, for being old-duff- 
ery and unhysterical about the new block¬ 
buster, Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 

I dare say it is brilliant. And yet after so 
many Star Wars films we all know more or 
less what to expect. So let me take you 
back to an encounter with the utterly un¬ 
expected, to the third row in the stalls in 
a cinema in Lewisham in 1977 when the 
original Star Wars burst upon the wide, 
wide screen and our little gang was utter¬ 
ly gobsmacked. What a night that was. To 
this day I cannot see the damaged C3PO 
spilling Princess Leia’s message: “Help 
me Obi-Wan Kenobi. You’re my only hope” 
without blinking away a tear. 

WHAT is it with ghosts in TV dramas 
these days? In 
River (BBC1), 
the detective 
was haunted 
by his dead col¬ 
league. In The 
Bridge (BBC4) 
a cop is haunt¬ 
ed by his miss¬ 
ing, presumed 
dead, wife and 
kids. And then Luther (BBC1) returned 
this week and blow me if our hero (Idris 
Elba) isn’t chatting with the shade of his 
murdered buddy Justin (Warren Brown). 
Shakespeare would have loved it but how 
odd to see so many ghosts in the 21st 
century. 

THE British Veterinary Association 
warns that the fad for feeding dogs and 
cats on vegetarian food could damage 
their health. That may well apply to dogs 
who tend to wolf down anything you put 
in front of them. But cats are fussy. Once 
denied its red meat, your moggie may turn 
into something quite unexpected - a pe¬ 
destrian. If you won’t feed Tiddles what 
she wants, there is always some sucker 
down the road who will. Next thing you 
know, Tiddles is living three streets away, 
under the new name of Fluffy and has en¬ 
tirely forgotten you, and your nut puree. 

“TRUMP loses wind farm legal chal¬ 
lenge.” Best headline of the week. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Report by Rob Golledge 


MORE needs to be done to ensure 
children in the West Midlands are 
protected from sexual abuse, a police 
inspector has said 

Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary 
Wendy Williams said West Midlands Police 
has improved how it deals with vulnerable 
children, but has warned that some young¬ 
sters are still at risk. 

She said the force had ‘partially achieved’ ad¬ 
dressing concerns previously raised by inspectors 
last year and praised bosses. She also highlighted 
good examples of investigations. 

But her report found that not all officers had 
the right training, sex offenders were not being 
checked as regularly as they should, and long de¬ 
lays were caused in analysing electronic devices 
and with the Crown Prosecution Service. 

She said: “It is clear from this follow up inspec¬ 
tion West Midlands Police has made progress in 
particular areas since our initial inspection. We 
were encouraged to find a clear commitment to 
improving child protection services, which is re¬ 
flected in the significant increase in officers and 
staff in public protection units. 

“We also found good examples of investigations 
by the force, particularly when children were 
identified as being at further risk of immediate 
harm. 

Inconsistent 

“Despite these encouraging signs, there is still 
work the force needs to do to improve as child sex¬ 
ual exploitation is still dealt with inconsistently 
across the force area, although the situation is 
getting better. 

“The response to children who regularly go 
missing from home also requires further im¬ 
provement, although inspectors were pleased to 
see that in most cases officers and staff under¬ 
stood the link between children who regularly go 
missing and sexual exploitation. 

“We have asked West Midlands Police to pro¬ 
vide us with an updated action plan, to see how 
it will incorporate the findings in our report into 
the work it is already doing. 

“Depending on its response, Her Majesty’s In¬ 
spectorate of Constabulary may revisit the force 
again.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson said: “We recognise the recom¬ 
mendations in this report and will continue to 
work with our partners to deliver on these. Pro¬ 
tecting children is an absolute priority of mine 
and West Midlands Police. 

“I have made it a priority to set up multi-agency 


safeguarding hubs in each local authority. Three 
have been set-up so far and plans are in place for 
the rest of the force area. 

“West Midlands Police is now publishing a 
summary of data on child sexual exploitation to 
bring this issue out into the open. This is a seri¬ 
ous report with important recommendations that 
I will hold the police to account to deliver.” 

Responding to the report, Wolverhampton 
South East MP Pat McFadden said: “After 
everything that has been exposed about child 
sexual abuse in recent years it is very important 
that the police and all the agencies involved learn 
from what has gone wrong in the past. 

“I think efforts are being made and those 
should be acknowledged, but where the report 
makes criticisms or identifies gaps it is essential 
there is an open-minded and full response. 


“Protection of children is a top priority and the 
cases reported in recent times show that many of 
the children subjected to abuse have been failed 
by the state as well as abused by others.” 

Walsall North MP David Winnick, a senior 
member of the Home Affairs select committee, 
added: “The good news undoubtedly is the rec¬ 
ognition that there has been improvement in this 
important aspect of policing. 

“However, concerns have been raised and it is 
essential the police act on this and the appropri¬ 
ate remedies are taken as soon as possible. 

And Dudley South MP Mike Wood said: “While 
I’m pleased Her Majesty’s inspectors found some 
improvements, when it comes to protecting 
vulnerable children from some of the most evil 
crimes, nothing but the best can be good enough.” 




Housing is 
proposed 
at former 
brickworks 

THE site of an historic Brierley Hill 
brickworks could be transformed into 
a multi-million pound housing estate 
under new plans. 

Outline plans for the Harris and 
Pearson Brickworks site have been 
earmarked for approval by council 
planners. The Grade II-listed offices 
have already been restored under a 
separate scheme. 

Developer Alvin Lindley has applied 
for outline access permission for the 
site in Brettell Lane, which could pave 
the way for dozens of homes. 

Councillor Zafar Islam said any 
new homes in the borough should be 
welcomed. He added: “It’s good that 
they’re looking to sort the issue of 
access out first, because that location 
needs good quality access. It’s near a 
busy road so the safety for residents, 
motorists and pedestrians is very im¬ 
portant.” 

A report for the council’s planning 
committee raises concerns about the 
noise impact on future residents but 
says this would not be enough to re¬ 
fuse the plan. 

It states: “The main areas of noise 
concern are from vehicle transporters 
using the service road of Brettell Lane 
Industrial Estate during unsociable 
hours, and the intermittent activation 
of an intruder alarm that protects a 
vehicle storage area. 

“These issues would be likely to lead 
to complaints from future residents 
on the development site and conflict 
between them and the existing indus¬ 
trial uses. They are insufficient to jus¬ 
tify refusal of the application.” 

New hospice chief 
arrives in March 

A BLACK Country hospice charity 
has announced the appointment of a 
new chief executive. 

Claire Marshall, currently com¬ 
mercial director and deputy chief 
executive of Birmingham St Mary’s 
Hospice, will take up her post at 
Compton Hospice in March. 

She will join Compton Hospice fol¬ 
lowing a 21-year career in the volun¬ 
tary sector which has included roles 
at Sue Ryder Care, Cancer Research 
UK and Air Ambulance. Mrs Marshall 
said: “I am thrilled to have been of¬ 
fered the opportunity to lead Compton 
Hospice, a charity which has a wide 
range of services and a wonderful rep¬ 
utation for delivering exceptional care 
in the local community.” 

Ron Middleton will retire in March 
after 18 years as chief executive. 

Town weddings venue 
fails to sell at auction 

A VENUE in Dudley that has been 
used for weddings and conferences 
failed to sell at auction despite a bid 
of £649,000. The Prince Banqueting 
Suite is still on the market after fail¬ 
ing to sell during the auction at Aston 
Villa’s Villa park ground. 
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HOLIDAY CLUBS 


February Half Term 


15 th - 19th February 

8:00 till 5:30 - Breakfast and Afternoon Snack included £20 per day 
8:30 till 3:30 - £15 per day or £60 for the week 
Trip on Wednesday 17th February at an additional cost 
Hot lunches available for £2 per day 







Totz Zone Pre-School 


Tea and coffee free flowing 
whilst your child plays 
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Monday 10am till 12pm 

Come along and meet 
with other parents 


DBS 


We are looking for enthusiastic and inspiring team players who have proven ability to plan to 
develop, organize and deliver innovative sports coaching activities to children and young adults in 
Sandwell, Dudley and Birmingham. Please send your CV’s to jakwoolley@completekidz.co.uk. 

Complete Kidz 

Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, Crystal Drive, Smethwick, B66 1RB Telephone0121 552 2006 
www.totzzone.co.uk kidzzone@completekidz.co.uk www.completekidz.co.uk 
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SUPPLIERS OF ALL 
TYPES OF PET FOOD 


ALL TYPES OF 
CAGES FOR 



Lg§fi PARROTS & BIRDS 
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V" PIGEON PRODUCTS GRIT Y CORNV' FISH 

V BUDGIES Y RABBITS V CANARIES V FROZEN REPTILE FOOD 

V POULTRY FOOD V EGG INCUBATORS V FROZEN MICE AND CHICKS 

IF WE DON'T STOCK IT 
WE WILL GET IT! 




Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street, 
Smethwick B66 2AS 
TEL: 0121 565 1187 
MOB 07462 301701 
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increase in 
attacks with 
substances, 
say police 

ATTACKS involving boiling water, 
cigarettes and acid in the West Mid¬ 
lands have risen in the past four 
years. 

Figures released by West Midlands 
Police showed that attacks from the 
use of boiling liquids and corrosive 
substances had increased since 2012. 

In 2012, 13 were recorded, com¬ 
pared to 23 in 2015. West Midlands 
Police said acid attacks, which often 
leave victims horrifically scarred or 
disfigured, were ‘unacceptable’ but 
stressed such incidents were rare. 

Force spokesman Peter Edney said: 
“It’s reassuring to see that these 
numbers remain low and the figures 
show that there has been only one ac¬ 
tual acid attack in the last 12 months. 
Clearly these kinds of attacks are 
completely unacceptable and if we re¬ 
ceive any reports of this we will look 
to identify and prosecute the offend¬ 
ers.” 

Flammable 

There have been four recorded acid 
attacks between 2012 and 2015. One 
man also had corrosive liquid thrown 
at them this year. 

Another woman was doused in 
flammable liquid and a man had 
bleach thrown at them. 

Attacks using boiling liquids, in¬ 
cluding water and hot drinks, were 
also recorded. In total there were 83 
attacks between 2012 and 2015 in¬ 
volved what was believed to be a cor¬ 
rosive substance. 

In July, shopkeeper Mohammed 
Tariq had acid thrown in his face 
when he was behind the counter in 
Lifestyle Express in Tividale before 
being slashed in the face with a knife 
in a terrifying unprovoked attack. 

Three men who were behind a sick¬ 
ening doorstep acid attack in a sep¬ 
arate incident in Tividale which left 
a 20-year-old woman scarred for life 
were jailed for a total of 44 years in 
December 2014. 

The data was released under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

Hospital is put in 
special measures 

AN INDEPENDENT hospital has 
been placed into special measures 
following an inspection by a health 
watchdog. 

A team of Care Quality Commission 
inspectors found Harriet Tubman 
House in Handsworth Wood was inad¬ 
equate for safety, care, effectiveness, 
responsiveness and leadership. 

Overall the hospital has been rated 
as inadequate. The hospital provides 
rehabilitation services for up to 15 
women with enduring mental illness, 
including patients who may be de¬ 
tained under the Mental Health Act. 

During the inspection in August, 
builders were renovating the hospital. 

Inspectors were concerned man¬ 
agers were not preventing avoidable 
risks to patients and staff and build¬ 
ing work was suspended. Inspectors 
will return in six months. 


Gary's march to tell soldier's story 



Gary Taylor with two copies of his book 


AN engineer has written a book 
that was inspired by a chance meet¬ 
ing with a war veteran and he has 
pledged to donate half of any money 
he makes to charity. 

It was while doing his shopping 
that Gary Taylor got talking to an 
elderly man emblazoned with medals 
who was selling poppies. 

One simple phrase got the 55-year- 
old’s mind working. Mr Taylor, from 
Great Barr, is a man more used to 
using his hands in his job with Na¬ 
tional Express and also as a martial 
arts trainer, but also likes to write 


when he has the time. He said: “A 
couple of years back I was coming out 
of Asda and there was this old fella 
sat there with so many medals he 
could trip over. We got into conversa¬ 
tion and he said ‘you wouldn’t believe 
half the tales of these’ and that got 
me thinking. Two years later the book 
was published.” 

Although Mr Taylor never saw the 
man again, or even knew his name, 
his book was based loosely around 
him. A Soldier’s Tale is the story of a 
man in a supermarket selling poppies 
recounting his stories during the war. 


Mr Taylor, who previously wrote two 
thrillers, started writing due in part 
to his brother joking that he wouldn’t 
be able to, which he said was ‘a red 
rag to a bull’. 

He said: “He must have been well 
into his 80s and I remember thinking 
to myself ‘it could be his last year, 
I wonder if he will come back’. We 
didn’t speak much, it was just a pass¬ 
ing acquaintance.” The book is on sale 
on Amazon and at Waterstones and 
other leading book stores, with 50 per 
cent of the proceeds to be directed to 
the Royal British Legion. 


Chiefs at city hospitals 
outline merger plans 


BIRMINGHAM’S Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal and Women’s Hospital have re¬ 
vealed they want to merge, bringing 
the two together as early as next 
summer. 

The move could mean developing a new 
joint hospital on the Edgbaston health 
campus. 

This would mean closing the Children’s 
Hospital site in Steelhouse Lane and moving 
to Edgbaston, where the Women’s Hospital is 
based next to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

Alternatively chiefs at the two say they will 
also look at the affordability and feasibility of 
developing their existing sites. 

The hospitals say the merger announcement 
is the result of months of joint work “to develop 
a shared vision for the best children’s and wom¬ 
en’s healthcare built around the whole family”. 

It was accelerated when Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal chief executive Sarah-Jane Marsh was also 
appointed to head the Women’s Hospital this 
summer. The two hospitals say work will start 
in January on preparing an outline business 
case to define what the merged hospital organ¬ 
isation will look like. The target date for the 
merger is late summer next year. 

Positive 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital chairman, 
Dame Christine Braddock, said: “At Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital we are very proud of 
our clinical excellence and the positive impact 
we have on the lives of so many children, young 
people and families. 

“In our role as a leader of children’s health¬ 
care locally, regionally and nationally, the 
decision to formalise our plans to merge with 
Birmingham Women’s Hospital is an impor¬ 
tant next step in our relationship that we know 
will improve and safeguard our vital services 
for many generations of families to come.” 

The Children’s Hospital was opened in Steel- 
house Lane in 1862, with just 16 beds. In 1917 
it moved to Ladywood but returned to its origi¬ 
nal home in 1998. It now treats around 270,600 
young people a year. 

The Birmingham Women’s Hospital also has 
long roots, dating back to 1842, but has been at 
its current Edgbaston site since 1994. It is one 
of only two NHS trusts to specialise in wom¬ 
en’s health care, looking after 50,000 patients 
a year. It is also one of the busiest maternity 
units in the country, delivering around 8,000 
babies every year. 


Adam lights up youngsters’ Yuletide 



Adam Parker from Lucknow Road, Willenhall seen with the toys he donated to Birmingham Children’s Hospital 


A SALESMAN from Willenhall 
has donated nearly £750 worth 
of toys to Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital. 

Adam Parker, aged 35, wanted 
to give something back this 
Christmas, so through fundrais¬ 
ing and the help of his business 
suppliers, he held a charity night 
at his e-cigarette shop in Lucknow 
Road. Raising £745 worth of toys, 
which included a PS3 and Wii, he 
dropped the presents off to the 


hospice, much to the delight of 
the children. 

Father-of-two Adam said: “I’ve 
been fundraising for quite a while 
now and it’s something I’ve al¬ 
ways wanted to do. A lot of money 
has been raised in the past. 

“Last month we raised over 
£400 for breast cancer after my 
friend’s mom got diagnosed and 
we’ve raised over £1,000 before 
for Birmingham Children’s Hos¬ 
pital This time thought instead 


of just raising money I wanted to 
give the kids something, especially 
for Christmas to let them know 
they’re in our thoughts. I’m a dad 
so I know how important Christ¬ 
mas is for kids. It really is nice 
to be able to provide other chil¬ 
dren with things they might not 
thought they’d ever have.” 

He now plans to host a charity 
night in January which will raise 
money for diabetes, as his wife 
Lisa, aged 31, is a type 2 diabetic. 
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Malala says she's 
a proud Brummie 

THE youngest ever winner of the No¬ 
bel Peace Prize, Malala Yousafzai, has 
said she considers herself a feminist, 
a Muslim and proud Brummie. 

Ms Yousafzai was shot in the head 
on a school bus in her native Pakistan 
by a gunman in 2012 after defying the 
Taliban in Pakistan and demanding 
that girls should be allowed to receive 
an education. She has since settled in 
Britain. 

And now in an interview with Jon 
Snow on Channel 4 news, the 18-year- 
old described herself as a proud Brum¬ 
mie and had words for politicians who 
criticise Islam and Muslims, saying 
they were helping to encourage ter¬ 
rorism. 

She said: “I think I am a Brummie 
and I’m proud to be a Brummie and 
also I’m really thankful to people here 
in the UK for all their support, their 
love and for making me feel that this 
is home. I think in terms of religion, 
there is not a very clear-cut answer to 
these issues. For example, women’s 
rights, in terms of politics, everything 
is interpreted in different ways by dif¬ 
ferent people.” 

Uni honour for 
comedian Brand 

COMEDIAN Jo Brand will receive 
an honorary doctoral degree from 
Birmingham City University next 
month. It will be in recognition of 
her work in raising awareness around 
mental health. 

She trained as a mental health 
nurse at the Maudsley and Royal 
Bethlem Hospitals in London. As a 
psychiatric nurse, Brand was based 
at the emergency clinic. She is a 
keen supporter of a range of charities 
which earned her the Third Sector 
Award for Celebrity Charity Cham¬ 
pion in 2014. 

“I’m delighted to receive an Hon¬ 
orary Doctorate from Birmingham 
City University and I do thank the 
University for this recognition. Bir¬ 
mingham is one of my favourite places 
to perform because the audiences are 
always so friendly and they laugh a 
lot,” Brand said. 

Justice call by 
victim's brother 

THE brother of a woman killed in 
the Birmingham pub bombings has 
staged a protest outside West Mid¬ 
lands Police’s temporary HQ. 

Brian Hambleton, aged 61, said it 
was because of his frustration after 
his sister Maxine, 18, was one of 21 
killed when bombs exploded in the 
Tavern in the Town and The Mul¬ 
berry Bush on November 21, 1974. 

He said: “It is time for the truth.” 

Paddy Hill, Gerry Hunter, Johnny 
Walker, Hugh Callaghan, Richard 
Mcllkenny and Billy Power, known as 
the Birmingham Six, were jailed for 
life for the bombings in August 1975. 

The Court of Appeal ruled in 1991 
their convictions were unsafe. No-one 
else has ever been charged over the 
murders. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Tesco is 
washing its 
hands of 
bag snags 

A COUPLE of weeks ago I got on a train 
from Wolverhampton to Birmingham. It 
was filthy, passengers were packed like 
sardines into the drab, cramped car¬ 
riages. Somebody had drawn a phallic 
symbol in the thick coating of dirt on the 
windows. 

And the operator responsible for this 
service? It was one of the many services 
run by Deutschebahn, the German state- 
owned rail operator. They run quite a lot 
of trains around the West Midlands these 
days. Some of them very badly. 

Bear that in mind next time somebody 
tells you that nationalisation is the solu¬ 
tion for all the ills on our railways. 

■ ■■ 

ACCORDING to a recent report, en¬ 
couraging people to wash their hands for 
30 seconds at a time could prevent up to 
25,000 deaths a year. 

Aparently the average Joe’s hands are 
a haven for filth, bacteria and faeces. 

The study, which has prompted Gov¬ 
ernment and medical bosses to launch a 
national hand washing campaign, reports 
that three in 10 commuters have poo on 
their hands as they go about their daily, 
ahem, business. Now remind me. Why 
did I never join the Freemasons? 

■ ■■ 

GREAT news for supporters of the car¬ 
rier bag charges. According to Tesco, use 
of plastic carriers has dropped by 78 per 
cent since the new rules came in. 

The company says it has exceeded 
all expectations, with many people ask¬ 
ing for a “bag-free delivery” when they 
order their shopping online. There have 
also been one or two mumblings about 
“changing people’s attitudes”. Of course 
there have. The great and the good are 
never happier than when they are chang¬ 
ing people’s attitudes. 

And you know what? That’s exactly 
what I was thinking when I was stumbling 
around town with my arms full of shop¬ 
ping, stooping every few yards to pick up 
the pork scratchings, sweets, bath prod¬ 
ucts and tulip bulbs that I was carrying 
back to the car. 

Still, on balance, I still think this is mar¬ 
ginally preferable to the alternative, which 
seems to be walking around with your 
pockets stuffed with ‘bags for life’ and 
looking like Roy Cropper. 

One thing did strike me though: doesn’t 
it make life much easier for shoplifters 
now people are wandering into stores 
carrying goods they have bought else¬ 
where? And more to the point, doesn’t it 
make life incredibly hard for shop assis¬ 
tants who, on top of their normal duties, 
now have to decide whether the custom¬ 
er’s arms were really that full of shopping 
when they came through the door? 

Did anybody give any consideration to 
that problem when deciding whether to 
introduce the new law? Thought not. Still, 
as long as it changes people’s attitudes, 
that’s the main thing. 



Are we now facing a 
crisis in Christianity? 



Leading Christians in the re¬ 
gion have been standing firm in 
the wake of a landmark report. 
Report by LISA WRIGHT 


“TO say this is no longer a Chris¬ 
tian country is taking it a bit far, but 
I would say it is fair to say it is a 
very inclusive country.” 

These are the words of the Reverend 
Prebendary David Wright from St Pe¬ 
ter’s Church in Wolverhampton, in the 
wake of a landmark report on religion - 
which found Britain was no longer just a 
Christian country. 

The report published by the Commission on 
Religion and Belief in Public Life said there 
had been a ‘general decline’ in Christian affil¬ 
iation - with two in five people now identify¬ 
ing as such - coupled with a move away from 
mainstream denominations to evangelical and 
Pentecostal churches. 

Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism have also 
overtaken Judaism as the largest non-Chris¬ 
tian faiths in Britain. 

Among the ‘striking’ trends, the report said, 
was a rise in the number of people who iden¬ 
tified as non-religious - now amounting to al¬ 
most half the UK population. 

But Baroness Butler-Sloss, who chaired the 
commission, said issues such as the Paris ter¬ 
rorist attacks and the banning of a Church of 
England advert in cinemas showed religious 
beliefs are still central to society. 

However, now church leaders from across 
the region maintained that Christianity was 
still an important faith in this country. 

“Britain is a country where there remains 
a significant Christian presence,” added Rev 
Preb Wright. 

“A significant Christian influence and where 
significant numbers of people are still practis¬ 
ing Christians or would trace their affiliations, 
although may not be active, but it is also a 
country that embraces other faiths. 

“We are a multi-faith society built on firmly 
Christian faiths.” 


While Neil Robbie, the vicar at the Holy 
Trinity Church in West Bromwich, said: “Our 
public institutions, government structures, ed¬ 
ucation system, health care system and justice 
system. These have all been built over a mil¬ 
lennia by Christian thinkers. 

“It’s not as simple to say we are no longer 
a Christian nation because people don’t be¬ 
lieve. For us not to be a Christian nation there 
would have to be a dissolution of these systems 
and institutions. 

“Secular thinkings are squatting in the 
house that Christians built and what they are 
saying is look at the house we built, when ac¬ 
tually what they are doing is demolishing it. 

“We don’t want to give credit to people who 
have shaped our society.” 

Janet Bailey, chief organiser at St Luke’s 
Church in Cannock, who celebrated their 
900th anniversary this year, said: “We recog¬ 


nise here at St Lukes that a lot of people don’t 
have a faith, but we still have a very strong 
congregation and do not feel that is going to 
change any time soon. 

“I don’t agree or disagree with what has 
been said but we live in a multi-cultural so¬ 
ciety and this is something we have to accept, 
and really should applaud.” 

And Rev Rob Farmer, of St Mark’s Parish 
in Sheffield, said: “I can understand why peo¬ 
ple do say we are no longer a Christian coun¬ 
try but I believe everybody has some kind of 
spirituality in them. 

“We have a very healthy congregation and 
upon engaging with people who come to St 
Mark’s, we are told they thoroughly enjoy the 
experience here and that is all we can ask.” 

The report also said the number of Church of 
England bishops who sit as peers in the House 
of Lords should be cut to make way for leaders 


of other faiths. Rev Canon Andrew Wickens, of 
St James The Great, Eve Hill, who is chairman 
of Dudley Interfaith Network, said he believed 
the report ‘merits study’. 

He also said the recommendation to reduce 
the number of Bishops in the House of Lords 
needed to be considered as the country be¬ 
comes more diverse. 

“I welcome anything that contributes to de¬ 
bates about the place of religion in our com¬ 
mon life so I am sure that this is a report that 
merits study by people. The Church of Eng¬ 
land has sought to serve the whole of the local 
community - we offer support to all. 

“We have bishops in the House of Lords. It’s 
only right and proper that the whole of our 
society is represented. At a national level it 
makes sense that the people who represent us 
are taken from broad section of society,” he 
added. 
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MOBILE: 07975 758 086 
jasse@smethwickasianfunerals.com 
www.smethwickasianfunerals.com 

The only Independent 
ASIAN SPECIFIC Funeral Service in 
the Sandwell and Birmingham area 


Klrffl WHOLE FRESH 
vIVU BONELESS 
approx TURKEY CROWN 


£34 


HALF FRESH 
BONELESS 
TURKEY CROWN 


£18 


mm 


Whole fresh English turkeys available to order 

Lots of Christmas fayre available 

Leg, loin or shoulder of pork on or off the bone 

British capons, Our famous silverside of beef, 

Pigs in blankets 

Bacon, sausage and gammons, 

Legs of lamb 



































7 


Prayer at cinema is time to exit 


SO, the Equality & Human Rights Com¬ 
mission (or at least its CEO anyway) has 
maintained that ‘No-one has the right not 
to be offended’ - and with that, I agree one 
hundred per cent. 

However, should the cinemas be coerced 
by them into showing the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ 
recital - promoting a new praying website 
- before the new Star Wars movie then they 
should know that I, for one, am not going to 
pay good money to be offended. 

These street-corner preachers seem deter¬ 
mined to stop me from just walking past and 


to make me pay for the privilege of being 
harassed. I shall claim my seat and then as 
soon as the advertisement reel starts to roll, 
I shall feel the need to ‘pay one last visit’ 
and pick-up some popcorn. 

I will be making sure that I don’t get back 
a moment too soon. 

I just hope that when I get back, some 
young extremist won’t have been offended 
to the point of making a less-ignorable state¬ 
ment. 

K MELLER 

Wolverhampton 


Disgust at LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

promise 
of profits 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IE 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Our nation founded 
on personal liberty 


I WAS absolutely disgust¬ 
ed to read the latest moves 
by this government in en¬ 
ticing private investors to 
purchase rooms in UK care 
homes on a ‘buy to let’ ba¬ 
sis with the promise of large 
profits. 

The Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tive Journalism has found 
hundreds of rooms being of¬ 
fered for sale for as much as 
£85,000 each, with a ‘guar¬ 
anteed return on invest¬ 
ments of up to 188 per cent 
over a 10-year-period’. 

Such schemes are not 
regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority, while 
the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion, (which oversees care 
homes) says it does not have 
responsibility for providers’ 
financial sustainability. 

What happens to the el¬ 
derly person if the landlord 
reneges on their mortgage 
payments? They would 
certainly be evicted, but to 
where? Such a scheme will 
surely lead to different lev¬ 
els of care in the homes - 
based on what the landlord 
is prepared to pay towards 
his/her tenant’s upkeep. 
PAGG 

Wednesbury 


IN common with many peo¬ 
ple I find the views of many 
people odious. I confess 
every utterance that came 
from the mouth of Abu 
Hamza as he incited hatred 
in our country, made my 
blood boil. But nonetheless 
this nation is founded on 
values of liberty and free¬ 
dom of expression. As a re¬ 
sult I and other British Cit¬ 
izens did not call for Hamza 
to be silenced. 

However it appears the 
same consideration is not 
to be granted to Donald 
Trump a US Presidential 
hopeful nor Tyson Fury the 
recently-crowned British 
heavyweight boxer. Why 
might this be so? If Trump, 
in calling for a ban on Mus¬ 
lims entering the USA, is 
speaking out of turn then 


why not take up the debate 
with him? 

The context for his re¬ 
marks is also key, it is 
obvious to me that the 
atrocities in Paris and the 
national trauma suffered by 
US citizens after 9/11 still 
resonates. Talk of banning 
Trump from the UK is irra¬ 
tional and illiberal. 

I do not oppose people 
because they are Muslim. 
However if they are ter¬ 
rorists who happen to be 
Muslims I most certainly do 
oppose them. The plain fact 
is that at present there must 
be a risk given the porous 
borders in Europe that the 
terrorists will take advan¬ 
tage of the turmoil and slip 
into Europe. 

M J BRISTOW 

Wolverhampton 


Even Trump 
has a right 

HAVING just read that a 
petition to refuse Donald 
Trump a visa to enter the 
UK has reached 100,000 
due to his anti-Muslim rant 
during the presidential elec¬ 
tion campaign, I don’t agree 
with his view but he does 
raise a number of points 
that up to now no-one has 
bothered to answer, and 
thus I will defend his right 
to free speech. 

I also feel saddened that 
some 100,000 people felt 
compelled to put their 
names to a petition that 
may have little if any effect 
in practice, and yet did not 
feel so compelled to call for 
the removal of citizenship 
for those who ranted and 
burned poppies on Remem¬ 
brance Sunday. It is pre¬ 
cisely this one-sided slant 
that causes anger and ha¬ 
tred. 

The laws of this land 
should be borne by all. 

S HARRISON 

West Bromwich 

Diplomatic 

nightmare 

IT has been suggested that 
Donald Trump be excluded 
from the UK over his re¬ 
marks about Muslims. 

I remember the same 
thing about convicted rapist 
Mike Tyson. Instead he was 
given a second bite of the 
cherry, or was it his oppo¬ 
nent’s ear? 

Given our ‘special rela¬ 
tionship’ with the US, to ex¬ 
clude a potential president 
and head of state, would be 
a diplomatic nightmare; it 
will not happen. 

What next, exclude 
‘peace’ envoy Blair from a 
trouble spot. 

RW WHITE 

West Bromwich 


J Dental Implants g 

The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 


• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
» Enjoyyour food & socialising again! We can helpyou! 



Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 

£97.90 per month* 

1 ‘Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


4 DAY 

SALE STARTS 

Sunday 27th - Wednesday 30th December 
11am - 4pm 

UP TO 50% OFF MASSIVE SAVINGS 

INSPIRATIONAL R e Insoired 

FIRES 8, FIREPLACES 9 9 9 


Official 
stockists of 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road 
Bearwood B66 4EX 
Tel: 0121 429 3186 

ra www.inspirationalfires.co.uk r 
^3email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk ^ 


Intend 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WINTER SALE 


OAP OFFERS LESS-ABLED INSTORE DIY 

INSTALLATION DEALS SHOWER SPECIAL SPECIALS 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM INSTALLATION 


FREE TILES. 

rnrr heated 
ri\CC TOWEL RAIL 

FREE MIRROR 

EXTRACTION 

FAN 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN INSTALLATION 


FREE OVEN & HOB 
FREE SINK & TAP 

rnrr COOKER 
rKCC HOOD 


1 DAY FULL 
INSTALLATION* 
Remove Old Bath 
Replaster Walls 
As Required 

Supply Walk In Enclosure, 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat, 
Thermostatic Shower 
Fully Tiled Or Panels 


£1579.00 + VAT 

0% vat For Qualifying Adaptions 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM 


BATHS £30.00 

VANITY UNIT £45.00 

SHOWER nf . 

ENCLOSURES 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN 


CHIMNEY HOODS £39.00 

GAS HOB £35 
OVENS £99 

GAS COOKERS £130 


upto WAREHOUSE CLOSURE 

90% OFF SALE 

WE ARE RELOCATING OUR WAREHOUSE STORAGE AND NEED 
TO CLEAR ALL EXISTING WAREHOUSE STOCKS. HURRY! 
THESE PRICES SIMPLY CANNOT BE REPEATED 
POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 

WSIO 7LH 


Terms and conditions apply see in store for details 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 

m ii m 
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£ 30 k raised for children's 
hospital by NEC Group staff 


THE NEC Group has raised almost £30,000 for Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital after making it the centre of its charity 
fundraising efforts over the last year. 

As well as the NEC exhibition site at Solihull and the Genting Arena, 
the company also takes in the International Convention Centre, Sym¬ 
phony Hall and the Barclaycard Arena - the former NIA - in Birming¬ 


ham. NEC Group chief executive 

water supply 
for street hit 
as pipe bursts 

A BURST pipe on Smethwick High 
Street left dozens of homes without 
their water supply. The main burst 
around 3am on December 16, affect¬ 
ing the supply to around 40 homes. 

Edgbaston Road had to be closed 
while emergency repairs were carried 
out by South Staffs Water, with tem¬ 
porary traffic lights installed in High 
Street. 

South Staffs Water spokeswoman 
Annalise Lister said: “To ensure the 
safety of residents, motorists and em¬ 
ployees, it has been necessary to close 
Edgbaston Road while emergency re¬ 
pairs are carried out. 

“The company apologises for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 

“When the supply is restored, it is 
possible some customers may experi¬ 
ence brown or milky water. 

“This discolouration is caused be¬ 
cause the water main has been dis¬ 
turbed. Customers are advised to 
run their cold water supply until the 
water runs clear.” 


Paul Thandi presented the cheque 
for £29,260.66. 

The presentation took place at the 
company’s annual awards event on 
Tuesday December 15. He said: “Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital does 
incredible work helping thousands of 
children and their families from across 
the West Midlands and beyond every 
year, and the NEC Group staff really 
got behind it as their chosen charity. 

“I want to thank all of our employ¬ 
ees for their donations and the cre¬ 
ative ways in which they’ve raised 
funds over the last 12 months, and I 
have great pleasure in handing over 
this cheque.” 

Fantastic 

Money was raised for the hospital 
through a variety of activities organ¬ 
ised by staff at the Birmingham-based 
business including food sales, tickets 
sales contributions and donations. 

A spokesperson from Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital said: “We want to 
say a huge thank you to all of the staff 
at the NEC Group who helped to raise 
such a fantastic amount of money for 
the Hospital. It’s because of generous 
people in organisations like the NEC 
Group that we are able to help so 
many children and their families when 
they need it the most.” 

The NEC Group will now begin to 
raise funds for Macmillan, the leading 
cancer care charity in the UK, after it 
was chosen as the next charity of the 
year by employees. 



Santa joins Frozen Princesses Elsa and Ana with the Tigger soft toys given out to youngsters 

CHILDREN’S activities firm Com- with In Kind Direct for their annual of pounds worth of goods. On Saturday 
plete Kidz CiC, based in Smethwick, Disney ‘From Our Family to Yours’ December 12, Complete Kidz CiC in- 
has received 64 donated soft toys from campaign, and was part of a total of vited local children and their families, 
charity In Kind Direct. 10,000 toys distributed by In Kind and older members of the community 

The organisation was set up to re- Direct to hundreds of charities in the from Holly Grange Nursing Home to 
distribute goods from companies to UK, bringing Christmas joy to thou- celebrate at the Christmas 
charities across the UK. sands of children. Party. Santa joined Olaf, Ana, Elsa 

The donation was made possible Since joining In Kind Direct, Com- Mickey and Minnie to distribute the 
thanks to Disney Store’s partnership plete Kidz CiC has received hundreds presents to the community. 


Emirates to 
take off with 
airbus flights 

THE world’s biggest passenger air¬ 
craft is coming to the West Midlands, 
after airline Emirates revealed it is 
bringing the first regular flights of it 
double-decker Airbus A380s to Bir¬ 
mingham Airport next spring. 

The giant airliner, which can carry 
more than 600 passengers at a time, 
will be flying to and from Dubai every 
lunchtime from March 27. The move 
is seen as a major feather in the air¬ 
port’s cap as it finishes up a year likely 
to see it handle 10 million passengers 
for the first time in its 77-year history. 

Paul Kehoe, chief executive of 
Birmingham Airport, said: “This is 
really great news for the airport and 
our community. The A380 will not 
only give an additional 188 seats a 
day from Birmingham but will also 
offer customers that want to experi¬ 
ence the magnificent A380 aircraft 
an opportunity to now do so from the 
Midlands region and I’m certain that 
the service, just like the programme 
spanning 15 years from Birmingham 
Airport, will be hugely successful. 

“We would like to thank Emirates 
for its commitment to our region,” he 
added. 

Laurie Berryman, Emirates’ UK 
vice president,said: “The A380 is 
hugely popular amongst our passen¬ 
gers as it provides a unique level of 
service that has become synonymous 
with the Emirates brand.” 

Zoo expert in move 
to protect lemurs 

DUDLEY Zoo’s curator has taken on 
a key role in the international con¬ 
servation battle to save black lemurs 
from extinction. 

Richard Brown has taken over the 
European management of the endan¬ 
gered species from zoo director Derek 
Grove. 

Derek recently handed over the 
reins to Richard who will continue 
collating the European Endangered 
Species Programme. 



MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 

u 


■z 


m 


ww 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


[Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Faseias & Soffit Boards _ 

Ivery window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 
Closed 24th - 28th December I Open 29th and 30th December 10 - 4pm 
31st December 10 - 3pm I Closed Friday 1st January 
Open 2nd January 9 - 4pm I Monday 4th Janaury - normal opening times 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewmdows.co.uk 


. 


_ 


Guardia 




30 years. 


Replace the > 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 


room you can use 
^ all year rounds 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 


Long Lane, Blackheath, 
Halesowen B62 9LS 















































Faye is focused on her 
team offering best care 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

FAYE MELLINGTON 

Eye consultant 



AFTER travelling the world, 
Eye Consultant at the Bir¬ 
mingham Midland Eye Cen¬ 
tre (BMEC) Faye Mellington 
has seen at first-hand the 
tragic experiences of peo¬ 
ple without good access to 
healthcare. 

She explained: “I’ve been very 
lucky to have been able to travel 
and practice medicine abroad in 
countries such as Australia, Indo¬ 
nesia, Kenya and South Africa, to 
name a few.” 

“My experience has actually helped 
to shape my views as I realise how for¬ 
tunate we are to live in the UK with 
access to our excellent NHS. 

“During my medical training, I 
spent my medical elective in Indone¬ 
sia where I treated patients who often 
presented with advanced disease be¬ 
cause they could not access healthcare 
any earlier. It really made me appreci¬ 
ate the high standard of care that the 
NHS provides and highlighted how 
lucky we are to be able to access medi¬ 
cal help close to home, without having 
to walk miles and miles..” 

Training 

Faye graduated from Oxford Uni¬ 
versity Medical School with first class 
medical degree. She then developed 
her interest in ophthalmology (the 
study and treatment of diseases and 
disorders of the eyes) during a year 
spent working in Australia. 

She underwent ophthalmology 
training in London and Oxford be¬ 
fore going on to subspecialist training 
in oculoplastic and orbital surgery in 
Oxford, Birmingham (BMEC) and the 
Moorfields Eye Hospital, London. 

Ms Mellington’s hero is the 
world-renowned eye surgeon Profes¬ 
sor Geoffrey Rose, who she has had the 


privilege of training under. She said: 
“Professor Rose has such remarkable 
surgical skills and knowledge. He is 
inspirational. He also has such a won¬ 
derful sense of humour which helps to 
diffuse stressful situations.” 

Faye is now a consultant in ocu¬ 
loplastic and orbital surgery at BMEC 
- part of Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust. Her main 
focus is on disorders of the eyelids, tear 
drainage system, orbit (eye socket). 
Her work includes reconstruction and 
rehabilitative surgery for example 
after trauma or tumours. 

She explained: “I find my area of 
work both exciting and challenging as 
I get to treat many complicated cases. 
Ophthalmology as a whole involves 
both medical and surgical treatments 
which add breadth and variety to the 
speciality. I enjoy tailoring treatments 
and adopting different approaches and 
techniques for patients because every¬ 
body requires individualised care. My 


work as an eye surgeon is very reward¬ 
ing. It is a privilege to be able to work 
with patients to save their sight and 
manage their eye conditions to mini¬ 
mise discomfort. 

“In particular I enjoy rehabilitative 
work - improving the appearance of 
eyes and eyelids damaged by disease to 
restore patients’ confidence to enable 
them to lead a normal life again.” 

Faye was delighted to return to 
BMEC to take up her Consultant post. 
She enjoys working in such a welcom¬ 
ing and friendly environment.When 
asked what part of her job she enjoys 
the most, Miss Mellington said: “I just 
love to see patients’ smile after their 
surgery, and hear how they have re¬ 
sumed normal day-to-day life. Know¬ 
ing that I have played a small part in 
enabling this makes all the difference.” 

Miss Mellington divides her time 
between Oxford and Birmingham. She 
enjoys playing tennis, gardening and 
spending time with family and friends. 



primecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 




NOW REGISTERING 

NHS Dental Patients 




• I 


Come an 
our friendly team 

Call in to find out more or 
book an appointment 
NHS Dentistry is FREE% 
for children 


and people on 
certain 1 


I 




The Bridge Park 
NHS Dental Practice, Ural 12, 

Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 OBN 


www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 

Call 0330 123 9118 

to Secure Youf Place 



OPENING HOURS: 

THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER 

SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 

THURSDAY 31ST DECEMBER 

XMASEXE 

1000-1600 

NEW YEARS EVE 

0930-1800 

MONDAY 28TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 1ST JANUARY 

XMAS DAY -CLOSED 

TUESDAY 29TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

NEW YEARS DAY -CLOSED 

SATURDAY 26TH DECEMBER 

WEDNESDAY 30TH DECEMBER 

SATURDAY 2ND JANUARY 

BOXING DAY -0930-1800 

0930-1800 

0930-1800 


OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 

TEL: 0800 OO 98 555 


BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

All Prices Include VAT, *Cannot be used with any other offer 
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A spectacular night-time view of the Christmas German Market 


Forboding skies threaten inclement weather as the darkness starts to fall 


The lit up crane shines in the night sky, with St Philip’s Cathedral nearby 



Brum’s best high lights 


THE tallest crane in the West Mid¬ 
lands is offering some spectacular 
night-time views across Birming¬ 
ham’s cityscape. 

The tower crane is currently sitting on 
top of the Nat West Tower, on Colmore Row. 

The building is being demolished to make way 
for a new 30-storey building that will be the tall¬ 
est office block outside of London. 

In the meantime the 330 ft tall crane, supplied 
to the project by Radius NFT, has an unparal¬ 
leled view across Birmingham and to the coun¬ 
tryside beyond. 


The crane itself is now part of the cityscape 
after undergoing a festive makeover. 

More than 9,000 flashing lights have been in¬ 
stalled along the 118ft long front jib and 50ft of 
the crane. The crane was erected over three days 
and two nights in September, to aid with the 
demolition of the redundant office building and 
make way for Rockspring and Sterling’s £60m 
office tower at 103, Colmore Row. 

Three highly-skilled aerial technicians from 
Northampton-based Radius spent six-and-a- 
half hours installing more than 800ft of LED 
lights, weighing more than 50kg, along the jib 
and counter-jib. At 346 ft high, with the apex at 


807ft above sea level, 103 Colmore Row will be 
the tallest office building under construction in 
the UK outside London. 

In addition to 211,000 sq ft of office space over 
19 floors, the landmark development will include 
a 8,000 sq ft restaurant with a 3,250 sq ft ‘lan¬ 
tern’ space at the top of the building. 

Eric Linden, European director at Rockspring, 
said: “We are planning to illuminate the lantern 
space at the top of the new building. The Christ¬ 
mas lights are a taste of what this could be like 
- they can be seen from miles away.” 

The dazzling multi-coloured display will con¬ 
tinue daily over Christmas and the New Year. 







Dusk falls on the city with Centenary Square’s big wheel all lit up and the library next to it 



LOAF 


*6 BOTTLE Of MILKSOP 

J AP0 fBReAP5 9 r 

SKSgSt 

sssgSP* 


WIs ®fOSQ 


OPEN 7 DAYS: MON-SAT 8am-7pm SUN 9am-7pm OPEN AS USUAL BANK HOUDAY MONDAY 
DEUVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE (FREE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS) 


Simply ring 


We are currently recruiting people 
in your area to deliver your free newspaper, 
magazines and Advertising Leaflets 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 


Your Name, Address & 
Telephone Number 

or email 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 



FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

ALL STOCKS 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 

Don’t hesitate, these offers and 
prices will never be repeated!!! 


mmew 




SALE NOW ON 

OPEN BOXING DAY 



SAT 26TH DEC 
10AM-5PM 

SUN 27TH DEC 
10AM - 5PM 

MON 28TH DEC 

10AM - 5.30PM 


MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Minnesota All Reclining 
3 Str + 2 Str Leather Look Sofas 

One Set Only per store 

Quick Delivery Only £499 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ultra 3Str + 2Str 
Latest Design Sofas 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE 50% £399 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Ortho 
‘Cardiff’ Quality Mattress 

Micro Quilted Cover One Only 

Quick Delivery Only £49 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ashmere Light Wood 
Oblong Table + 4 Chairs 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE 60% £109 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Deluxe Medium Firm Mattresses 

Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


Luxury Memory Foam Mattresses 

Single Size £95 
Double Size £119 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double size 
frame and mattress 


£139 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras double size Silver/ 
Beech frame and mattress 


£169 


MEGA PRICERUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double size ottoman 
storage frame and mattress 


MEGA PRICERUSTER 


£249 



FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Atlanta single size Silver 
style frame and mattress 


£99 



MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

Large Oblong Table + 

6 Chairs 


£249 Niuuiau 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3in wide x 7ft 4in - home 
assembly, Beech finish 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3in x 6ft 7in high - home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 



MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 3 .... 

CUSTOMERS ONLY — 

Solid Pine Bunks With Pil 
Mattresses niinw ■ 

AJAA 


£199 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! 

The Backrest ortho double 
quality 2 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


l£179 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! [ 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring 2 drawer Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 


£199 




FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 


£199 




FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 

> jm 4 :: ^ 


£149 



Oakfield House, Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 


837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 
Birmingham B11 2EL 
0121 707 5545 
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There was lots of Christmas mail bound for overseas recipients which was being 
sorted at Castle Church Hall, Stafford back in December 1968 


Carole Hurley, John Bunch and Kella Jaundrill got on their 
bikes in 1984 to take toys to young hospital patients 


Dapper photographer gents from the Dudley Herald - Keir Dixon, Graham Gough, Ron 
Knowles and Geoff Wright were letting their hair down at a Christmas Party back in 1959 



Beginning to look a lot like Christmas 


SO MANY different images 
have evoked Christmas down 
the years and there’s usually 
been a photographer around to 
catch them. 

From busy postal sorting offices to 
office parties, the rounds of pictures 
are much the same in whatever era 
they are taken. 

Featured below, centre left, is one such 
typical example, published in the Exress 
& Star in January 1975 after Twelfth 
Night, with children Brian Claw, right, 
and Michael Foyce, both of Low Hill Wol¬ 
verhampton, at St Peter’s Gardens tak¬ 
ing down the nativity scene. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Simon Stone 


Next to this picture is a story of how 
several residents with health problems 
were not able to get out over the festive 
period because the lift had broken down 
in their Wednesfield tower block. 

In the picture were Sarah Williams, 
Mabel Baker, Shirley Charters and son 
James. The accompanying story read: 
“Tempers at a Wolverhampton block of 
flats are sky-high after Christmas spent 
stranded in the clouds. Families with 
young children and tenants suffering 
heart and asthmatic conditions have 


been separated from their families by up 
to 38 flights of stairs. 

“They complain that the lifts at Bovey 
Court in Wednesfield have been con¬ 
stantly breaking down. Sarah Williams 
lives right at the top of the 19th floor and 
after two major heart operations has a 
steel valve put in her heart. She has not 
been out since Christmas Eve and was 
unable to visit her family. 

“Shirley Charters and her husband 
had to carry their 10 month old baby 
together with pram and shopping up 
38 flights twice before Christmas. Mrs 
Mabel Baker, who suffers from asthma 
and lives on the eighth floor, could not 
go out over the holiday.” Let’s hope their 
next Christmas was better... 




The Bedford Williams store was set to leave these prem- Youngsters were saying goodbye to this classic nativity 
ises in Victoria Street, Wolverhampton, in December, 1972 display in St Peter’s Gardens, Wolverhampton, in 1975 


Nineteen floors up, these families in Wednesfield, were left stranded 
in their flats over Christmas after the lifts broke in 1976 


A 1979 nativity, with, from left, Jasbinder Kaur, Rad- 
ha Kumari, Ravinda Kaur, and front, Marie Lloyd 



Changes to your 
Christmas bin collection 



Your usual collection date 


Wednesday 23 December 


Thursday 24 December 


Friday 25 December —* 


Monday 28 December 


Tuesday 29 December 


Wednesday 30 December 


Thursday 31 December 


Friday 1 January —3 




Christmas collection date 


No change 


No change I ^ 


Monday 28 December 


Tuesday 29 December 


Wednesday 30 December 


Thursday 31 December i 


Saturday 2 January —— 


Sunday 3 January 


There will be no garden waste collections between 
Monday 21 December and Friday 1 January 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/binday 




The tip in Oldbury will be closed 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day 

Opening times can be found at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/tip 

If you would like FREE text updates 
to your mobile about the bin service, 
please text your postcode only to 
07860 019 200 


Sandwell seTCO 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


* All collections will return to normal from Monday 4 January 2016 + 
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YOUR LARGE LOCAL TAXI FIRM NOW HAS AN APP 

An easier way to 

m u u m+ J* m 


ni i vviwivi vv %aj y 

book your taxi 





jry 



T <? 


PRE-BOOK FOR PICK-UPS 
OR IMMEDIATE PICK-UPS 


......... 


PAID BY CARD OR CASH 

iiil( . J9rs!i5i | iisti....JL ..., 

FAST; EFFICIENT & RELIABLE 



Oldbui 


Download NOW! B 

/ Smethwick 

You can also bookby calling 0121 555 5151 


* ★ 

* ★ 

★ ★ 

y ★ 

★ 

★ 





HERITAGE 

r a r c n r n i i p 3 ^ /% 


CARS GROUP 




9 * www.heritagecarsgroup.com 


NOW 


£3.00 

Excludes journeys to and from city centre 


Minimum fare 



Fare displayed 
on all Pda's 

Charges on mileage only 
as normal 

(unless the driver is asked to wait) 


DOWNLOAD OUR 

APP 


AppStore 


('.code play 


0121 555 5151 

THE HERITAGE CARS GROUP 

A2Z Cars 0121 525 8383 Bearwood Cars 0121 420 1122 
Blue Sky Cars 0121 558 3131 Cars 24/7 0121 555 7888 
Crystal Cars 0121 525 8000 Langley Cars 0121 552 9199 
Redline 0121 541 2233 Streetline 0121 552 4000 
Queenshead & Local Cars 0121 429 5050 


Wheelchair accessible Like us on Facebook 


All major credit and debit cards accepted. B |1 visa M 
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See all the latest ranges from beds, bedroom, sofas and 
dining furniture. We simply will not be beaten on price. 


sale starts 

Saturday 26th December! 

Doors open at 9.30am 























a huge selection of furniture for everyroom, all massively discounted for a limited time only! 



A simple farmhouse-styled range of dining and occasional furniture crafted in American white oak veneer and solids. 
The natural organic knots in the veneer and the oiled finish combine seamlessly to give this range great rustic charm. 


as seen 
on tv! 


Rwsfic* Dining Collection (6-8 Butterfly table with 6 brown chairs) 







buy with confidence 

established for 


ove/^30 tje/Av's! 


i 


Branches at: 


_ Open 7 days a week SALE STARTS 26TH DECEMBER 

NCF Perry Barr: 2-6 Kingstanding Road, Perry Barr, B448AA © 0121356 7022 

NCF Cannock" Green La’ne'cannock'wsi 1 oJj" " " © 01543570759 ' 

NCF Burton on Trent: Unit 1 Guild Street Middieway Park, DE141NB © 01283740019 


NCF High Gate: 1 John Kempe Way, High Gate, B120HU © 01217724659 

NCF Derby: Meteor Centre, Mansfield Road, Derby, DE21 4SY new ©: 01332 292 243 


ncf 

furnishing your home... 


























































Express & Star 



Find your next job at 

jobs.expressandstar.com 



Christmas fun is definitely on 
the cards for politicians 



Wolverhampton North East MP Emma Reynolds’ card by Karina Cheema, nine 

FROM funny family portraits to Star Wars themed pictures and 
snowman drawings. It’s Christmas time - and a chance for MPs to 
show off their personality with their own cards. 

While party leaders tend to go for a picture of themselves on the front of 
their cards, others have gone for unusual designs and ideas. By far the most 
popular way for MPs to select their Christmas card pics is to run a card design 
contest - usually involving local schools. West Bromwich West MP Adrian 
Bailey launched a constituency-wide competition to design his card back in 
the summer. 

It was won by 11-year-old Angelina 
Adams from Newtown Primary School 
in Tipton, who beat off competition from 
more than 300 other entries. 

She was presented with a £20 book 
voucher, while her school received £100 
from the Mr Bailey’s own charity fund. 

The card - which features a colourful 
painting of a reindeer - has been sent out 
to over 1,000 recipients. Dudley North MP 
Ian Austin invited local youngsters to de¬ 
sign his card with Alanah Carroll of Straits 
Primary School, chosen as the winner. 

Wolverhampton North East MP Emma 
Reynolds chose a winner and no fewer than 
five runners-up from dozens of entries to 
her contest. The top entry featured a pencil 
drawing of a Robin staring at a Big Ben, 
with Santa on his sleigh in the background. 

It was designed by nine-year-old Karina 
Cheema from Sty Paul’s CofE Primary 
School. 

Stourbridge MP Margot James went for 
a different tact. She ran her competition to 
students from the graphic design and art 
departments at King Edward VI College, 
the winner was Sacha Cooper. 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin William¬ 
son chose a card designed by Bethany 
Bushell from Landywood Primary School 
in Great Wyrley. And Dudley South MP 
Mike Wood said he was delighted with his 
card, which was designed by Nicholas, a 
pupil at The Brier School in Kingswinford. 

David Winnick sent out a House of Com¬ 
mons issue card, although the Walsall 
North MP did feature on fellow MP Keith 
Vaz’s card. Mr Vaz always tends to have 
a bit of fun with his Home Affairs Select 
Committee card. This year’s features the 
entire committee mocked up as Star Wars 
characters - with Mr Winnick popping up 
as Yoda. 



Dudley North MP Ian Austin’s card 



A red-themed card from Jeremy Corbyn 



Keith Vaz’s Star Wars themed card, featuring Walsall MP David Winnick as Yoda 

-- 




Chancellor George Osborne’s offering 


Gavin Williamson’s card 


Festive fibre 
broadband bid 
for thousands 


MORE than 6,000 busi¬ 
nesses and households 
in the Black Country 
are now able to access 
high-speed fibre broad¬ 
band as part of a rolling 
programme. 

The Black Country Broad¬ 
band Project said parts of 
Dudley, Walsall, Wednes- 
bury, West Bromwich and 
Wolverhampton are among 
the latest areas to benefit. 

They include the St Mat¬ 
thew’s area of Walsall, East 
Park, south Darlaston, Friar 
Park, Charlemont with Grove 
Vale, Halesowen North, Hat- 
eley Heath, Heath Town, 
Blackheath, Langley, Rowley, 
Bristnall, St Paul’s, Tividale 
and parts of Oldbury. 

The scheme’s lead partners 
are Black Country Local En¬ 


terprise Partnership (LEP) 
and BT. As part of the roll-out, 
engineers have so far installed 
more than 90 fibre broadband 
road-side cabinets, which are 
needed to enable local premises 
to connect to the new network. 

Work has already started on 
the second phase of the roll-out, 
which will extend the reach of 
the technology to parts of Brier- 
ley Hill, Dudley, James Bridge, 
Streetly, Tipton and Willenhall 
from January 2016 onwards. 

Ninder Johal, chairman of 
the Black Country Broadband 
Group and a board member of 
the Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship, said: “Small businesses 
across the Black Country iden¬ 
tified slow broadband speeds as 
a barrier to growth so reaching 
the 6,000 milestone will bring a 
terrific boost. The LEP aims to 
deliver a minimum 98 per cent 
high-speed fibre broadband by 
the end of June 2017.” 


Holly’s on the cards 


IT was an early Christmas 
present for one youngster 
when she won the Sandwell 
Chronicle Christmas Card 
competition. 

And it was a particularly 
festive result as the winning 
entry in the contest, which 
this year was run at Harvills 
Primary School in West Bro¬ 
mwich, was from a pupil in 
Year 5 called Holly. 

Each year the Chronicle 
runs the contest in con¬ 
junction with one particu¬ 
lar school and designs are 
printed in the newspaper, 
each sponsored by a particu¬ 
lar advertiser - this year the 
winning business was The 
Vine restaurant. Then read¬ 
ers vote for their favourite. 

Sandwell Chronicle Su¬ 
pervisor Nicky Cope said: 
“The standard of the Christ¬ 
mas card designs this year 
were superb and a credit 
to the school, I am really 
pleased to say that we had 
hundreds of entries and the 
votes were very close.” 

Holly was presented with 
a special framed card and 
received a bundle of her de¬ 
sign to send to her friends. 
As a thank you to the school 
a £50 cheque was presented 
to the school from the 
Sandwell Chronicle. 



Holly seen with her winning card design 



XMAS & NEW YEAR 
OPENING TIMES 

CHRISTMAS DAY.CLOSED 

BOXING DAY.10AM-4PM 

SUN27TH DEC.10AM-4PM 

MON 28TH DEC.10AM-6PM 

TUE29TH DEC.10AM-6PM 

WED30TH DEC.10AM-6PM 

THU31TH DEC.10AM-4PM 

FRI 1ST JAN.10AM-6PM 

SAT 2ND JAN.10AM-6PM 

SUN 3RD JAN 10AM-4PM 


EfCO/ £1,000,000 WORTH OF QUALITY FURNITURE 
g ^}TO DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE! 

n ■= ■= MANY ITEMS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY! 


EVERYTHING! YOU WILL NOT FIND BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY! 


BELLISSIMO QUALITY LEATHER 
2 SEATER SOFA IN BROWN OR 
CREAM 



WAS £899 SAVE£400 n - nn 
MELTDOWN PRICE L499 

MADRID 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER 
RECLINER SOFAS 

BLACK OR 
BROWN 


INB 

[SAVE 

NP^pei 


ONLY 
10 SETS 
PER STORE! 


WAS £1699 

MELTDOWN 

PRICE 

£699 

THE PAIR! 



ROBERTO ELECTRIC RECLINER 
CHAIR UPHOLSTERED IN 
^BUFFALO SUEDE 
FABRIC 



BELLISSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & STOOL UPHOLSTERED 
IN SUMPTUOUS ITALIAN 
LEATHER WITH STRONG 
HARD-WOOD FRAME 
CHOICE OF 
COLOURS 


MARAKESH CORNER SOFA UNIT 

STUNNING DESIGN WITH 
ATTRACTIVE SCATTER CUSHIONS 
AND FOOTSTOOL 



BEDS - DIVANS - MATTRESSES 
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY 
OUR LOW, LOW PRICES 
JUST GOT EVEN LOWER!! 


WAS £599 

SAVE £400 CiQQ 
MELTDOWN PRICE LI 

MILANO METAL ACTION 
S0FABED IN CHESTNUT LEATHER 


TIVERTON KING SIZE METAL 
BEDFRAME WITH FAUX LEATHER 
HEADBOARD IN BLACK OR BROWN 

ONLY 10 PER STORE! 


WAS £1199 HALF PRICE 
MELTDOWN PRICE £500 

TORONTO 2 SEATER SOFA 

IN BONDED LEATHER AVAILABLE 
IN BLACK, BROWN OR RED 



OTTOMAN LIFT UP STORAGE BED 
FRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN 




WAS £699 

SAVE £400 c 
MELTDOWN PRICE LZ99 


ONLY 5 
PER STORE! 


BLOOMSBURY VIBRANT ACCENT 
CHAIR CHOICE 
OF COLOURS | 


66% OFF 
WAS £599 SAVE £400 nn 
MELTDOWN PRICE LI 99 



WAS £299 50% OFF _ n 

MELTDOWN PRICE LI 49 


ONLY 10 
PER STORE! 

WAS £499 SAVE 60% 
MELTDOWN PRICE £199 


CHOOSE FROM OUR 
UNRIVALLED STOCKS 
OF MOBILITY CHAIRS 
IN LEATHER & 

FABRIC. MANY 
MODELS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 
SAVING UP TO 
50% EG 

ROBERTO LIFT & 

TILT IN LEATHER 
WAS £699 

50% OFF c 

MELTDOWN PRICE Ld49 



WAS £229 OVER 75% OFF 
MELTDOWN PRICE £49 



SINGLE WAS £199 onn 

MELTDOWN PRICE L99 

DOUBLE WAS £299 r<| An 
MELTDOWN PRICE Ll 4U 


HUGE RANGE OF DINING FURNITURE 


DOUBLE ^ 

| WAS £399 -> 1QQ 

MELTDOWN PRICE tl 99 

KING SIZE JUST £20 EXTRA! 
MATTRESS NOT INCLUDED 


AMAZING REMOTE CONTROL TV 
QUALITY DOUBLE BEDFRAME. 



KING SIZE ALSO AVAILABLE * 1 
MATTRESS NOT INCLUDED 
WAS £999 60% 0FF_ ___ 

MELTDOWN PRICE £399 


100'S OF STOCK BEDS, WARDROBES 
CHESTS & BEDSIDES IN STUNNING 
QUALITY HIGH GLOSS WHITE, 

BEECH & OAK LAMINATE FINISHES 


• m 


PLUS...lOO’S OF ONE OFF BARGAINS THROUGHOUT THE STORE - COME AND SEE US! 


B F C 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 

UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
C0NEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, DUDLEY DY4 7RG 

TELEPHONE: 0121 557 6885 


Master^ Q 

PICTURES FOR 
GUIDANCE ONLY 
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Don’t fear - it’s a Dead cert 


Fear The Walking Dead (18) 

FANS of the hit TV series The Walk¬ 
ing Dead were eager to view its spin¬ 
off show Fear The Walking Dead but 
many were left disappointed this 
summer when it made its debut on 
pay-to-view BT, rather than joining 
the roster on Sky via the Fox chan¬ 
nel. 

However, Season One of the AMC show 
is now available on DVD and Blu-ray, nice¬ 
ly timed to plug the mid-season break in 
Season Six of The Walking Dead. 

Last month that left fans with a cliffhanger as 
Rick Grimes and co pushed their way through 
a horde of zombies after taking the yukky but 
literally gutsy option of covering themselves in 
walker viscera to avoid being sniffed out. 


FTWD takes fans of the tense horror-surviv- 
alist drama right back to the beginning of the 
zombie apocalypse. But whereas the original 
series had cop Rick (Brit actor Andrew Lincoln) 
wake up in an apparently deserted Georgia 
hospital with the normal world having already 
collapsed, the promise of the new series is that 
we get to see the monster plague unfold on the 
streets of Los Angeles. 

Mayhem 

But FTWD is very slow to get out of the 
blocks and doesn’t unleash the sort of mayhem 
we have come to expect from its parent show 
until the last of its six episodes. This is partly 
because half the series in spent in a ‘safe zone’ 
cordoned-off by an increasingly Fascist-like US 
Army. 

Instead we get to know a rather diffi- 
cult-to-like Californian ‘blended’ family with 
a former drug addict mom turned school coun¬ 


sellor mollycoddling her junkie son (who is the 
first to encounter a zombie in the tense opening 
scene), his cynical sister and their new dad torn 
between them and his own son. 

These characters are all played by very capa¬ 
ble actors. These include Kim Dickens (Dead- 
wood, Treme) who finally realises the gravity of 
the situation when she has to batter her school 
principal, and young British actor Frank Dillane 
(Tom Riddle in Harry Potter) who spends a lot 
of time shuffling around LA like a pseudo-zom¬ 
bie in his cream-coloured Harrington jacket. 

FTWD is about half as good as its addictive 
parent show, which has won a dedicated fan 
base, but that will probably be good enough 
to ensure its success, and another season is al¬ 
ready in the pipeline. 

Other new releases include the second series 
of BBC Four’s Detectorists (15), a sitcom 
written, directed and starring Mackenzie Crook 
(from The Office). The story of a pair of metal 


detector enthusiasts begins with our hapless he¬ 
roes just inches from a buried hoard of ancient 
treasure but, of course, Andy (Crook) and Lance 
(Toby Jones) head in the wrong direction. De¬ 
tectorists is as gentle as the rolling green coun¬ 
tryside our amateur archaeologists spend their 
time bumbling around. 

The first series and a boxed set of the two is 
also available on DVD. 

One of the great concert movies, Stop Mak¬ 
ing Sense, has been restored for DVD and 
Blu-ray - more than 30 years after its original 
release. 

It captures influential American band Talk¬ 
ing Heads at the peak of their powers as director 
Jonathan Demme includes iconic images from 
frontman David Byrne’s understated arrival 
performing Psycho Killer with a boom box, to 
surreal scenes dancing with a lampshade and 
appearing inside a giant suit. 

Leon Burakowksi 



The zombie apocalypse hits LA 
in Fear The Walking Dead 



The cast of Hairspray are in action at the New Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham during the festive season 


Fun trip back to the 60s, 
you can spray that again 


Hairspray, New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham 

THE musical with big hair and 
even bigger heart, Hairspray, 
is back in a joyous new pro¬ 
duction that is providing the 
alternative to panto in Brum 
this festive season. 

However, that doesn’t mean it 
hasn’t got a dame. Indeed, it has a 
hefty helping of man in drag with 
Tony Maudsley (best known as hair¬ 
dresser Kenneth in Benidorm) as a 
gruff-voiced Edna Turnblad, a role 
made famous by Divine and then John 
Travolta in film and Michael Ball in 
the West End. 

She’s the formidable mother of 
Tracy Turnblad, the beehived high 
school teen who takes it on herself to 
integrate TV’s Corny Collins dance 
show in 1962 Baltimore so black and 
white youngsters can dance together. 


BY LEON BURAKOWSKI 

The civil rights message is con¬ 
tained within the wittiest and warm¬ 
est Broadway musical of the past 15 
years and it’s good to have Hairspray 
back, even though it’s only been two 
years since it’s last UK tour. That fea¬ 
tured Freya Sutton as the irrepressi¬ 
ble, all-singing, all-dancing Tracy, and 
she’s back to reprise her dynamic per¬ 
formance. 

The new production is enhanced 
with better sets including some nice 
attention to details, like the genuine 
60s US ads that play on monitors 
during the interval. There is fine sup¬ 
port from West End stalwart Claire 
Sweeney as the venomous Velma Von 
Tussle and Dex Lee as the slick, soul¬ 
ful Seaweed. 

Pint-sized dynamo Karis Jack has 
all the right moves as Little Inez, Sea¬ 
weed’s sister; Monique Young is a gem 


as Tracy’s awkward best friend Penny; 
and Ashley Gilmour sets hearts a-flut- 
ter as teen idol Link. 

Former Blue Peter presenter Peter 
Duncan is a revelation, showing that 
he is a real showman and entertainer 
in the role of Edna’s husband Wilbur. 

Their funny and sentimental duet 
You’re Timeless To Me was a high¬ 
light, as was former X Factor finalist 
Brenda Edwards delivering a truly 
soul-stirring performance of gospel 
number I Know Where I’ve Been as 
the big, blonde and beautiful Motor- 
mouth Maybelle. 

The only minor quibble was that 
some of Scott Whittman and Marc 
Shaiman’s amusing lyrics were lost 
in the sound mix, though it was good 
to have a live band at the back of the 
stage. 

This production got a standing ova¬ 
tion - you can’t stop the beat, at least 
not until it ends its run on January 2. 


Great show for a 
Chuckle or two 


HANDS up. Most people 
leaving the theatre will greet 
people with a big “Helloorr”. 
I know I did. 

Welcome to pantomime the 
Chuckle Brothers style. 

I wouldn’t say it was their finest 
work - that dubious honour goes to 
their collaboration with Tinchy Stry- 
der. But there were laughs-aplenty, 
particularly when they couldn’t keep 
a straight face themselves. 

Taking the parts of the Brothers 
Smee, they were almost given their 
own mini-series during this reworking 
of Peter Pan. And each time their ar¬ 
rival was met to the tune of Chuckle, 
Chuckle Vision. 

Frilly 

Audience members can expect to 
get wet, and even ‘pied’ during the 
two-hour long show, but it’s worth it 
just to hear Barry’s attempts to say 
Smith’s Crisps. Mind you, I’m not sure 
I want to relive the image of him in 
just a pair of frilly pants. 

The jokes come thick and fast, like 
“Where’s my buccaneers?” “On the 
side of your head but don’t use that 
language.” 

And local references such as: “We’re 
in jeopardy.” 

“Where’s that?” 

“Near Bilston.” 

“No, we are in danger.” 

“Where’s danger?” 

“Near Willenhall.” 

Of course, it wouldn’t be a panto 
without a touch of adult humour, but 
to re-tell all the jokes would be spoiling 
it for those who have not yet been. 

For anyone that hasn’t, it runs until 
January 24, so what are you waiting 
for? The lavish production is both mu¬ 
sically and technically brilliant and is 
quality family entertainment - with 
more than a hint of slapstick. 

There was contemporary music in 



Captain Hook, alias John Altman 

the form of Jess Glynne’s Rather Be 
and Taylor Swift’s Bad Blood. 

The latter was performed by John 
Altman, better known as EastEnders’ 
bad boy Nick Cotton in his role as an¬ 
other villain, Captain Hook. 

Though playing up to the role, and 
with the odd reference to his soap 
character, he was quite inaudible 
during his singing routine. The same 
could not be said of Kimmy Edwards 


Hannah Nicholls as Wendy 

as Tiger Lily however, with her terrific 
voice. 

Ross Carpenter is an endearing 
Pan, while ex-Coronation Street ac¬ 
tress Lucy Evans sparkles as Tinker- 
bell. Hannah Nicholls also shines as 
Wendy, while credit must go to the 
Darling brothers, and the rest of the 
ensemble that made up the Lost Boys 
and pirates. 

Mark Shipp 



Stereophonies played for more than two hours at the Genting Arena, Birmingham 


Stereophonies rock 
solid in second city 


Stereophonies, Genting Arena 

THE day after sharing the NEC stage 
with mega stars at the BBC Music 
Awards, rockers Stereophonies were 
back in the spotlights at the Genting 
Arena. 

This time it was in front of thousands of fans who 
had come purely to see them and enjoy probably the 
best, down-to-earth no nonsense melodic rock band 
on the live circuit. 

This was a special night for the five-piece built 
around the Welsh core of guitarist and singer Kelly 
Jones, with his inimitable sandpaper and velvet vo¬ 
cals, and bassist Richard Jones, who looks like a 
throwback to the rockabilly era. It was a gig sand¬ 
wiched between adding rock muscle to the BBC 
show and a triumphant homecoming at Cardiff on 
Saturday night. 

For Kelly, in his usual jeans and leather bomber 


jacket, it was extra special because in the days when 
Cardiff lacked a big venue the NEC was where he 
saw his rock heroes, such as AC/DC. He recalled 
an Aerosmith concert when he was “just two rows 
from the (expletive) back”. Kelly praised Brum’s 
rock pedigree, Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath, and 
remembered Birmingham gigs at small venues such 
as Moseley’s Jug of Ale. 

Stereophonies have released nine albums in 19 
years. It was the early albums and two latest, Graf¬ 
fiti On The Train and Keep The Village Alive, that 
provided the sources for this 26-song, two and quar¬ 
ter hour gig. 

They were out of the blocks at top speed with 
exhilarating rocker C’est La Vie from Keep The 
Village Alive and kept up the momentum with I 
Wanna Get Lost With You, Superman, Vegas Two 
Times, More Life In A Tramp’s Vest and Have A 
Nice Day. 

The band, completed by Birmingham guitarist 


Adam Zindani, drummer Jamie Morrison and key¬ 
boardist Tony Kirkham, were joined by violinists 
and a cellist which added lush, epic dimension to 
Indian Summer, Graffiti On The Train, Roll The 
Dice, Violins and Tambourines, and their hit cover 
of Handbags and Gladrags. The latter was written 
by Manfred Mann’s Mike D’Abo who Kelly revealed 
had thanked him after their cover version paid for 
his conservatory. 

That honey and whisky voice of Kelly Jones, the 
major reason why Stereophonies have as many fe¬ 
male as male fans, was showcased by his acoustic 
version of Traffic and, at the piano, the raw Sunny 
from the new album. 

After Local Boy In The Photograph, the band 
returned for four encores including their anthem 
Maybe Tomorrow and biggest hit Dakota. 

That’s the Stereophonies, hard graft and satisfac¬ 
tion guaranteed. 

Leon Burakowski 
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BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 
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ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Lee Mack features in the 
Christmas special of Not 
Going Out, on at 10.45pm 

■ 6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 

business news. 9.00 David Suchet: 
In the Footsteps of St Paul Parttwo 
of two. How Paul brought 
Christianity to the Mediterranean 
world. (R) 10.00 On Angel Wings 
(R) 10.30 FILM: The Santa Clause 
(1994) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Tim 12.00 Bargain 

Hunt Four teams test their antiques 
knowledge in Corby, 
Northamptonshire. (R) 1.00 BBC 
News at One; Weather 1.10 
Midlands Today; Weather 1.20 
Snow Chick: A Penguin’s Tale 
Following the first months in the life 
of an emperor penguin. (R) 2.20 
FILM: A Christmas Carol (2009) 
Animated fantasy based on Charles 
Dickens’ novel, featuring Jim Carrey 
and Gary Oldman. ★★ 



Natalie Dormer stars in 
The Scandalous Lady W, 
on at lO.OOpm 

6.20 Homes Under the Hammer A 
cottage in Cornwall and a house in 
south London. (R) 7.20 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas (R) 8.05 Sign Zone: 
This Wild Life (R) 8.35 Sign Zone: 
Great British Menu (R) 9.05 FILM: 
Bedknobs and Broomsticks 
(1971) Disney musical fantasy, 
starring Angela Lansbury. ★★★ 
11.00 The Hairy Bikers’ Northern 
Exposure (R) 12.00 Natural World 
Gentoo penguins raising chicks in 
Port Lockroy in the Antarctic. (R) 
1.00 FILM: Sister Act 2: Back in 
the Habit (1993) Comedy sequel, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. ★★★ 
2.45 Perry and Croft: Made in 
Britain How the duo’s comedies 
each encapsulated the end of an 
era. (R) 



Keith Lemon presents 
Through the Christmas 
Keyhole, on at 9.45pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.15 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Super 

4 Fourchesac tries to make a love 
potion for the Dajk Baron. (R) 7.00 
Good Morning Britain News, 
current affairs and lifestyle features. 
8.30 Lorraine Entertainment and 
fashion news. 9.25 Elf: Buddy’s 
Musical Christmas Stop-motion 
animated adventure based on the 
film Elf. (R) 10.25 Pick Me! Game 
show featuring lively, loud and 
energetic players. (R) 11.25 FILM: 
Back to the Future Part II (1989) 
Sci-fi comedy sequel, starring 
Michael J Fox. ★★★ 1.30 ITV 
Lunchtime News; Weather. 1.45 
FILM: Small Soldiers (1998) 
Children’s adventure, with Kirsten*: 
Dunst, Denis Leary and Grego 
Smith. ★★★ 



Christmas displays, My 
Crazy Christmas Lights, 
on at 8.00pm 

6.15 Small Animal Hospital John 
Barrowman visits a centre for 
rescued rabbits. 7.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 7.20 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 7.40 The Snowman (R) 
8.05 Father Christmas (R) 8.35 
The Simpsons (R) 9.10 FILM: 
Animals United (2010) Animated 
comedy with the voices of James 
Corden and Stephen Fry. ★★ 10.55 
FILM: Horton Hears a Who! 
(2008) Animated comedy, featuring 
the voice of Jim Carrey. ★★★ 12.30 
FILM: Stuart Little (1999) Comedy 
adventure, with the voice of Michael 
J Fox. ★★★ 2.10 Channel 4 News 
Including sport and weather. 2.15 
FILM: It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
^Fantasy drama, starring James 
S^tewart, Donna Reed, Lionel 
Barrymore, (b/w) ★★★★ 



Festive cheer in Christmas 
Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, on at 7.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.30 The Real 
Face of Santa Claus Documentary 
piecing together historical clues 
about St Nicholas, an early Christian 
bishop who lived in Turkey, while 
forensic experts build a 
reconstruction of his likeness. 
10.30 FILM: Gone with the Wind 
(1939) A plantation heiress has a 
tumultuous relationship with a 
roguish Southern gentleman during 
the American Cjfil War. Epic 
romantic drama, starring Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. ★★★★ 2.45 
FILM: The Dam Busters (1954) An 
engineer dJfignjFan ingenious 
bouncing bomb to destroy major 
dams in Germany’s industrial 
heartland. Fact-based Second 
World War drama, with Michael 
Redgrave, (b/w) ★★★★ 


3.50 


6.20 

6.30 

6.40 

7.10 


8.00 


Finding Nemo 
(2003) ★★★★ 

5.20 Harry Hill in Professor 
Branestawm Returns 
BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Celebrity Mastermind 
Pointless Celebrities 
Christmas Special 

Featuring Jeffrey Holland 
and Su Pollard, Alison 
Hammond and Robin 
Windsor, and Colin Baker 
and Louise Jameson. 
Would I Lie to You? At 
Christmas Rob Brydon 
presents a festive special of 
the comedy game, with Bill 
Bailey, Ruth Jones, Jo 
Brand and Kelly Holmes 
joining team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee 
Mack. 

EastEnders Stacey goes 
into labour during the 
nativity play, Ronnie is 
forced to choose a side 
between Vincent and Phil, 
and Sharon drops a 
bombshell that threatens to 
tear the Beales apart. 
Peter Kay: 20 Years of 
Funny A celebration of the 
Bolton comedian’s two 
decades in the business, 
going back to his early 
days before stardom and 
hearing from friends and 
colleagues about what 
makes him tick. 

10.05Walliams and Friend 

Sketch show, starring 
David Walliams and 
Joanna Lumley. 

10.45 Not Going Out On 

Christmas Eve, Lee and 
Lucy - who is three days 
overdue with their first baby 
find themselves 
mistakenly caught up in a 
robbery at a local 
department store. 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 

11.45 Midnight Mass from St 
George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark Live service 
from south London, led by 
the Archbishop of 
Southwark, the Most Rev 
Peter Smith, with prayers to 
reflect the cathedral’s 
international congregation. 

1.00 FILM: Serendipity (2001) 

★★★ 2.25 Weather for the Week 

Ahead 2.30 BBC News 


3.15 


4.15 

5.15 
6.30 
7.00 


8.00 


8.30 


9.05 


9.00 


The Snow Wolf Family 
and Me (R) 

The Snow Wolf Family 
and Me (R) 

Carols from King’s 
To the Manor Born (R) 
Dad’s Army Mainwaring 
finds himself bidding 
against Pike for an orange 
at a fundraising bazaar, but 
the private reveals a 
stubborn streak that costs 
the captain dear. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Graduates 
from Exeter University and 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 
compete, with wildlife 
presenter Nick Baker and 
documentary-maker Louis 
Theroux among the 
contestants. 

MasterChef: The 

Professionals The three 
finalists have three hours to 
cook a starter, a main 
course and a dessert, 
before one of them?® 
crowned Professional 
MasterChef Champion 
2015. Last in the series. 
The Great History 
Quiz: The Tudors Kirsty 
Young asks the questions 
in this quiz which sees two 
teams of historians, 
captained by Lucy Worsley 
and Dan Snow, 
demonstrate their 
knowledge on all aspects 
of Tudor life. 

10.00 The Scandalous Lady 

W Fact-based period 
drama about an 
18th-century noblewoman 
who found herself at the 
centre of a public scandal 
after eloping with her 
husband’s best friend. 
Natalie Dormer st#r|JR) 

11.30 Dial M for Murder 
(1954) A tennis 
player’s plan to arrange 
the death of his socialite 
wife goes wrong when 
she kills her would-be 
assassin. Alfred 
Hitchcock’s thriller, with 
Ray Milland and Grace 
Kelly. ★★★ 

1.10 Simply Nigella: Christmas 
Special (R) 2.10 Christmas 
Shopping Fever 2015: John Lewis 
and the Retail Race JR) 3.10 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas (R) 


— 


3.50 National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation 
(1989) Comedy, 
starring Chevy Chase. 
★★★ 

5.40 All Star Mr & Mrs With 
Martine McCutcheon, 
Harry Redknapp and 
Gwyneth Strong. (R) 

6.45 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Belle sees 
Zak and Joanie kissing and 
becomes determined to 
make her pay, while the 
warehouse robbery is on 
the news and Aaron’s 
picture is in the paper. 
8.00 Coronation Street Fiz 
tells Tyrone that Hope 
might not be allowed home 
for Christmas and Lapland 
might have to wait. 
Meanwhile, Tracy confides 
in Todd that she thinks 
Robert is planning to 
propose. 

8.30 The Abba Christmas 
Party Paddy McGuinness 
presents as music and TV 
stars sing Abba hits, 
featuring performances by 
Susan Boyle, Alexandra 
Burke, Shayne Ward and 
Catherine Tyldesley and 
Scouting for Girls. 

9.45 Through the Christmas 
Keyhole Keith Lemon has 
a festive rummage through 
the homes of three 
celebrities, challenging 
Stephen Mulhern, Claudia 
Winkleman and Jimmy 
Carr to guess their 
identities. Last in the series. 

10.45 ITV News Including 
Regional News and ITV 
Weather; Weather. 

11.00 Christmas Carols on 
ITV Aled Jones joins the 
congregation of St 
Elisabeth’s Church in 
Reddish, Stockport, for 
their Christmas Eve carol 
service, with performances 
by Collabro and soul singer 
Toni Green. 

12.00 FILM: Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989) Time-travel 
comedy, starring Keanu Reeves 
and Alex Winter. ★★★ 1.40 Murder, 
She Wrote (R) 2.30 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA (R) 3.15 ITV 
Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 


4.55 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on 
Raymond Briggs’ festive 
tale. (R) 

5.25 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festi; 
tale The Snowman. (R) 
6.00 Hollyoaks When 

hears about the explosi 
he is suspicious 
Cameron and threatens to 
go to the police. Elsewhere, 
the police search for 
Reenie and Lisa reveals her 
secret. 

7.00 Jamie’s Night Before 
Christmas Jamie Oliver 
presents last-minute tips to 
help people improve their 
festive dishes, having 
surveyed thousands of 
Brits to find out what they 
fear most about cooking at 
Christmas. 

8.00 My Crazy Christmas 
Lights The phenomenon 
of competitive Christmas 
displays, where a passion 
for festive lights has seen 
neighbours trying to outdo 
each other for the most 
elaborate design. ^ 
9.00 8 Out of lOfCats 
Christmas Special 
Jimmy Carr hosts another 
festive edition of the show, 
with some of the nation’s 
top comedy stars joining 
team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson. 
10.00 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker Alex Zane 
presents 50 festive internet 
clips that have proved 
popular around the world, 
including a turkey with a 
boob job and an inventive 
Christmas tree decoration- 
remover. 

11.00 Gogglebox Capturing 
the households’ instant 
reactions to what they are 
watching on TV from the 
comfort of their own sofas. 

(R) 

12.00 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.35 
The Inbetweeners flf 1.05 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.30 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 2.00 Man Down 
Christmas Special (R) 2.30 Man 
Down (R) 2.55 Man Down (R) 3.25 
Embarrassing Bodies (R) 4.20 
Benchmark 5.10 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures (R) 5.30 
Famous Fred (R) 



5.15 5 News 
5.20 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
(1951) (b/w) Starring 
Alastair Sim. ★★★★ 

7.00 Christmas Makes You 
Laugh Out Loud lain Lee 
presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have 
taken the internet by storm 
in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious 
online clips with a festive 
twist; 5 News Update 

7.55 Frank Sinatra & Gene 
Kelly: 01’ Blues Eyes Is 
Back A TV special from 
1973 in which Frank Sinatra 
performs a selection of 
classic songs and is joined 
for a couple of numbers by 
Anchors Aweigh co-star 
Gene Kelly. 

8.25 Happy Holidays with 
Frank Sinatra and Bing 
Crosby The veteran 
crooners’ festive special 
from 1957, with songs 
including Away in a 
Manger, The Christmas 
Song, Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town and White 
Christmas; 5 News Update 

8.55 The Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Show 
Festive special from 1981, 
in which the duo perform 
vintage sketches and act 
as a backing group for 
Alvin Stardust. Featuring 
guest appearances by 
Ralph Richardson and 
Robert Hardy. (R) 

10.00 Christmas with the 
Double Acts An hour of 
side-splitting fun with some 
of the greatest double acts 
to have graced the small 
screen, proving that when 
it comes to comedy, two 
are often better than one. 
11.00 Morecambe & Wise 
Live! 1973 The duo’s 
performance at the 
Ashcroft Theatre in 
Croydon’s Fairfield Halls in 
October 1973, which was 
the only one of their stage 
shows captured on film. (R) 
12.30 FILM: Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol (1951) (b/w) 
★★★★ 2.15 SuperCasino 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge (R) 

4.25 Divine Designs (R) 4.45 
House Doctor (R) 5.10 House 
Doctor (R) 5.35 House Doctor (R) 
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
MEMBERS OLD & NEW WELCOME 


WHAT’S ON 

BINGO NIGHTS - WED. THUR AND SUN 


HORSE RACING* SNOOKER HALL • LIVE SPORTS 
FUNCTION ROOM UP TO 200 CAPACITY 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE FOR ALL OCCASIONS - 
NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS 
SMALLER FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR 
50 PEOPLE. FREE HIRE OF ROOMS. 

CONDITIONS APPLY. 

ANY ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL 


108 Woodlands Street P 

Smethwick, West Midlands I 
B663TD J? 

Telephone: 0121 558 0828 U 


sky SPORTS 




TAVERN 

" F Tom and Team would like to wish all our 
customers old and new a Merry Christmas 
Friendly local 

pub at the heart {WfmHnFill /ZE E? 

of the local TmtHY ITnT7D 
community. 

IJfnTOJMTOIIOTTIl Now with SKY and BT sports we 
KUAiAUHiliiiiiiM have all the big games covered. 


HENLEY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 

Pre Planned Funerals u 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury t 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


S Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 SOS 3334 J 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /safe 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm ™ 




BLINDS 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 


(^' age well 

Agewell Sandwell 

IS LOOKING FOR QUALITY 
SECOND HAND GOODS FROM 
BOOKS AND DVD’S TO SHOES. 
Clothes sports equipment, 
trinkets, handbags and more 

Please telephone us on 0121 796 9333 to 
discuss the items you’d like to donate 
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GNG NURSERY 

“Multi award winning 
nursery” 

FULL AND PART TIME 

SPACES AVAILABLE 

FOR BABIES 






*39 


NDNA 


BC A B A 


Call 0121 565 8879 

for more information 

Trinity Point, Trinity 
Street, Smethwick, 
West Midlands B67 7AA 
0121 565 8879 


1 

m 


BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

K 

Ch5 


. V:. 



Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 2015, 
on at 6.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 Shrek the 
Halls (R) 9.20 Clangers 9.35 
Danger Mouse: The Snowman 
Cometh 10.00 Christmas Day 
Service Live from Bath Abbey A 
service led by the Rev Edward 
Mason and the Rev Claire Robson. 
11.00 FILM: The Santa Clause 3: 
The Escape Clause (2006) 
Christmas fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Tim Allen. ★★★ 12.25 
FILM: Madagascar 3: Europe’s 
Most Wanted (2012) Animated 
comedy, with the voices of Ben 
Stiller and Chris Rock. ★★★ 1.50 
BBC News; Weather. 2.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas Featuring 
performances by Little Mix, 
Coldplay, Jess C^ypnd/and Ellie 
Goulding. 


3.00 


3.10 


4.35 

4.45 

5.15 

6.15 


7.30 


The 

Christmas Broadcast 
2015 

Brave (2012) 

Premiere. Animated 
fantasy, with the voice of 
Kelly Macdonald. ★★★ 
BBC News; Weather. 
Stick Man 
Doctor Who 
Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 
2015 Six previous 
contestants compete for 
the Silver Star trophy. 

Call the Midwife As 
Poplar readies itself for 
Christmas 1960, a visit 
from a BBC film crew 
promises to make it a 
festive holiday to 
remember. However, it’s a 
difficult time for grieving 
mother Iris. 

EastEnders Ian’s hopes 
of a perfect Christmas fall 
apart when the Beales and 
Mitchells end up arguing, 
Stacey receives an 
unexpected visitor and 
Dean surprises Roxy with 
an engagement ring. 

Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 
doting mother’s wish to 
have a safe and p^i' iJ *" 1 
Christmas at ^ 
frustrated at every turi 
first of two festive 
instalments, written by and 
starring Brendan O’Carroll. 

10.25 Michael McIntyre’s Big 
Christmas Show From 
the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane, London, the host 
welcomes performers 
including Dara 0 Briain, 
Dame Edna Everage, Paul 
Zerdin, Ellie Goulding and 
Tom Jones to the stage. 

11.25 BBC News; Weather. 
11.40 Love Came Down at 

Christmas At St Alban’s 
Church in Bristol, the 
Exultate Singers perform 
David Ogden’s new choral 
setting of the Christina 
Rossetti poem, and actor 
Alex Jennings reads from 
the Gospel of John; 
National Lottery Update 
11.45 Comedy Bloopers 
12.15 Not Going Out (R) 1.00 
FILM: Surviving Christmas (2004) 
★ 2.25 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 2.30 BBC News 


8.45 


9.45 



Taking a personal 
Journey, Darcey’s Ballet 
Heroes, on at 8.50pm 

6.00 FILM: The Road to El Dorado 
(2000) Animated adventure, with 
the voices of Kenneth Branagh and 
Kevin Kline. ★★★ 7.20 Galapagos 
- Islands of Change: Natural 
World (R) 8.20 FILM: Herbie Rides 
Again (1974) Disney comedy 
sequel, starring Helen Hayes. ★★★ 
9.45 FILM: The Cat in the Hat 
(2003) Comedy fantasy, starring 
Mike Myers. ★★ 11.00 Carols from 
King’s (R) 12.15 Climbed Every 
Mountain - The Story Behind The 
Sound of Music The true story 
behind the real Von Trapp family, 
with Sue Perkins. (R) 1.15 The 
Good Life Tom ponders the future. 
(R) 1.45 FILM: Frankenweenie 
(2012) Premiere. Animated fantasy, 
with the voice of Charlie Tahan. 
(b/w) 


3.05 Tim Rice - A Life in 
Song (R) 

4.35 Romeo & Juliet 

(2013) With Douglas 
Booth. ★★ 

6.20 Sign Zone: The 
Queen’s Christmas 
Broadcast 2015 (R) 

6.30 World’s Sneakiest 
Animals 

7.30 Dad’s Army Pompous 
Captain Mainwaring 
proves he is a softie at heart 
by organising a Christmas 
treat for the struggling 
senior citizens of 
Walmington-on-Sea. (R) 

8.00 The Two Ronnies: 
Christmas Show Ronnie 
Barker and Ronnie Corbett 
in a special Christmas 
show of sketches, jokes 
and songs, with guests 
Peter Wyngarde and 
Patrick Troughton. 
music by Elaine Page. ( 

8.50 Darcey’s Ballet Here 
Former ballet da^ 
turned-Strictly CdYfre 
Dancing judge Darcey 
Bussell undertakes a very 
personal journey to meet 
the heroes and dancers 
who transformed male 
ballet. 

9.50 Ql Stephen Fry conjures 
up some seasonal 
merriment with Jenny 
Eclair, Johnny Vegas and 
Bill Bailey supplementing 
the efforts of regular 
panellist Alan Davies. 

10.20We’re Doomed!: The 
Dad’s Army Story 
Comedy drama about how 
Jimmy Perry and David 
Croft overcame BBC 
management scepticism 
and focus groups to get the 
sitcom Dad’s Army on air. 
Starring Paul Ritter and 
Richard Dormer, ft 

11.20 Gambit (2012) A put- 
upon art expert plans 
revenge on a millionaire 
by tricking him into 
buying a fake Monet 
painting. Comedy 
remake, starring Colin 
Firth, Cameron Diaz 
and Alan Rickman. ★★ 

12.40 FILM: The Trouble with 

Harry (1955) Hitchcock’s black 

comedy, with Edmund Gwenn, 

John Forsyth and Shirley MacLaine. 

★★★★ 2.20 This Is BBC Two 
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Peter Wilkinson features, 
Cameraman to the 
Queen, on at 3.10pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Sooty 
(R) 6.50 Oddbods (R) 7.00 Dino 
Dan (R) 7.15 Horrid Henry (R) 7.30 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.45 Christmas: 
Chowder Chowder worries he will 
not get the gift that he wants. (R) 
8.10 Almost Naked Animals (R) 
8.25 Weekend at Christmas With 
Laura Fraser, James Morrison and 
Leona Lewis. 9.25 FILM: Santa 
Claus: The Movie (1985) Family 
fantasy adventure, starring Dudley 
Moore. ★★ 11.30 FILM: Happy 
Feet (2006) Animated adventure, 
with the voices of Elijah Wood and 
Robin Williams. ★★★ 1.35 Text 
Santa: One More Time Choice 
moments from the recent TV cha^^. 
appeal. 2.45 ITV Lunchtime News; 
Weather. 


3.00 The Queen Her Majesty^s 
annual address. 

3.10 Cameraman to the 
Queen Royal cameraman 
Peter Wilkinson follows the 
queen over the course of 
one year. 

4.10 Countrywise Winter 
Wonderland Exploring 
what makes this time of 
year special for Britain’s 
countryside. 

5.00 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The 

broadcaster spreads 
festive cheer at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home in 
London. 

6.00 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
With Bells On 

Camcorder clips with a 
festive theme, including a 
pensioner throwing 
fireworks at carol singers, a 
Christmas fairy going up in 
flames, and a smartphone 
found inside a turkey. 

6.45 Emmerdale Pollard 
finally leaves the house, 
and has an experience that 
forces him to confront his 
past, present and future. 
Coronation Street’s Liz 
Dawn (Vera Duckworth) 
guest stars. 

7.45 Coronation Street 

Robert is about to propose 
to Tracy, but first he asks 
her a question that leaves 
her reeling. Meanwhile, 
Sinead is thrilled when she 
gets an engagement ring of 
her own. 

8.45 Downton Abbey - The 
Finale Mary endeavours 
to build bridges, but Edith’s 
secret continues to pose a 
threat as Julian Fell owes 
bids farewell to the 
Crawleys with one last 
festive special. 

10.45 Our Cilia A celebration of 
Cilia Black by the people 
who knew her best, 
including famous faces 
such as Ringo Starr, Cliff 
Richard, Christopher 
Biggins and Paul O’Grady. 

11.45 ITV News; Weather. 

12.00 FILM: Dr No (1962) ★★★★ 

1.50 Murder, She Wrote (R) 2.45 

The Jeremy Kyle Show USA (R) 

3.25 ITV Nightscreen 



Children share their 
views, Gogglesprogs, on 
at 8.00pm 

6.45 Prep & Landing (R) 7.05 Prep 
& Landing: Naughty v Nice (R) 
7.30 The Bear (R) 8.00 FILM: A 
Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s Adventures 
(2010) ★★★ 9.40 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.10 The Simpsons (R) 10.40 
The Simpsons (R) 11.15 Ice Age: 
A Mammoth Christmas (R) 11.40 
Toy Story Toons 12.10 Father 
Christmas Seasonal animation 
based on Raymond Briggs’ book. 
(R) 12.40 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ festive tale. (R) 1.15 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 1.45 FILM: 
The Muppet Christmas Carol 
(1992) Comedy, with Michael Caine 
and Steven Mackintosh alongside 
the puppet characters. ★★★ 


3.25 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

3.35 Alternative Christmas 
Message Channel 4’s 
alternative to the Queen’s 
Christmas Day broadcast. 

3.45 Scrooged (1988) 
Christmas comedy, 
starring Bill Murray. 
★★★ 

5.45 Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York (1992) 

Comedy sequel, 
starring Macaulay 
Culkin. ★★★ 

8.00 Gogglesprogs The 

nation’s children share 
their opinions on the best 
and worst of 2015’s TV, 
from the cakes on The 
Great British Bake off, to 
big news stories like the 
general election. 

9.00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

host is joined by Catherine 
Tate’s Nan, Keith Lemon, 
Lorraine Kelly, Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. Plus, 
music by Little Mix and One 
Direction. Last in the series. 
11.008 Out of 10 Cats 
Christmas Special A 
number of familiar faces 
join host Jimmy Carr and 
team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson as 
they cast their eyes over 
some of the more 
memorable stories of 2015. 
12.05 Very British Problems at 
Christmas A one-off return for the 
show. This time famous faces, 
including David Tennant, James 
Corden, Romesh Ranganathan, 
Catherine Tate and Danny Dyer, 
grumble about the festive season. 
(R) 1.05 FILM: Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off (1986) A cocky teenager plays 
truant from school and spends the 
day dragging his friends into all 
manner of adventures in the big city. 
Comedy, starring Matthew 
Broderick and Mia Sara. ★★★★ 
2.50 Friday Night Dinner Jidam 
finally brings a girl home for dinner. 
(R) 3.15 Gadget Man Richard 
Ayoade takes on the worst ofcthe 
British weather. (R) 3.40 Gadget 
Man Richard Ayoade turns his 
attention to public transport. (R) 
4.10 Benchmark Game show, 
hosted by Paddy McGuinness. 4.55 
Grand Designs Australia (R) 5.50 
How I Met Your Mother (R) 



Sinatra 100: An All-Star 
Grammy Concert, on at 
11.05pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Andre Rieu’s 
Christmas Spectacular A seasonal 
concert by the Dutch violinist and 
his Johann Strauss Orchestra, 
featuring performances of 0 Come 
All Ye Faithful, Silent Night, Jingle 
Bells and White Christmas. (R) 
10.50 FILM: Scrooge (1970) A 
miserly man is taught the error of his 
ways by a host of spectral visitors. 
Musical adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, starring 
Albert Finney and Alec Guinness. 
★★★ 1.05 FILM: Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers (1954) A cowboy 
decides to get married, prompting 
his six hellraising brothers to kidnap 
brides for themselves. Stanley 
Donen’s musical Western, starring 
Howard Keel and Jane Powell. 
★★★★ 



3.10 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) Musical fantasy, 
starring Judy Garland. 
★★★★ 

5.10 Michael Buble’s 
Christmas 2015 Festive 
special, with guest 
appearances by Celine 
Dion, Tori Kelly and Sharon 
Jones. (R) 

.05 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 
countdown of songs 
guaranteed to make any 
Christmas party go with a 
swing, including classics 
by the Jackson 5, Jona 
Lewie, Band Aid, the 
Pogues and Kirsty MacColl, 
and Slade. (R) 

8.50 Chas & Dave’s Xmas 
Knees Up! Festive 
entertainment from 1982, 
with guests including Eric 
Clapton, Jimmy Cricket, 
Jim Davidson, Albert Lee 
and Lennie Peters joining 
the Cockney duo. (R) 
9.40 Britain’s Favourite 
Abba Songs A 
countdown of the Swedish 
pop group’s 20 most 
popular songs, with 
celebrity fans including 
Jane McDonald and Liz 
McClarnon introducing 
their favourite clips. (R) 
11.05Sinatra 100: An All- 
Star Grammy Concert 
Celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the singer’s 
birth, featuring 

performances of some of 
his best-known songs by 
Tony Bennett, Garth 
Brooks, Usher and Alicia 
Keys. 

1.25 Abba: Live in Concert The 

Swedish band in |§§i%§it during 
theirsix-night residence at London’s 
Wembley Arena in November 1979, 
featuring hits including Voulez- 
Vous, Dancing Queen and 
Waterloo. (R) 2.35 SuperCasino 
Viewers get the chance to take part 
in live interactive gaming, with a mix 
of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 4.00 
Christmas with Britain’s Biggest 
Family The problems posed by the 
festive season to large families. (R) 
4.45 House Doctor Aflat in Kensal 
Green, west London. (R) 5.10 
House Doctor A property in 
Spennymoor, Co Durham. (R) 5.35 
House Doctor (R) 
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David Jason stars, Still 
Open All Hours, on at 
8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast A round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus sports reports, weather 
forecasts andartsandentertainment 
features. Including NewsWatch at 
7.45. 10.00 Christmas Saturday 
Kitchen With Christopher Biggins, 
Eric Chavot, Pascal Aussignac and 
Nadiy^Pmiifain. 11.30 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas Transforming leftovers 
into simple dishes. (R) 12.15 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.25 Football 
Focus Dan Walker reviews the 
week’s action. 1.00 Comic Relief 
2015: Thanks a Billion! Lenny 
Henry revisits comedy highlights 
from this year’s charity event. 2.00 
Wallace & Gromit: A Grand Day 
Out (R) 2.25 A Grand Night In: The 
Story of Aardman 


3.25 


4.45 

6.10 

6.40 

6.50 

7.00 


7.30 


8.00 


8.30 


Puss in Boots 
( 2011 ) ★★★ 

The Croods (2013) 

★★★ 

Shaun the Sheep: The 
Farmer’s Llamas 
BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Dickensian New series. 
Period drama re-imagining 
the works of Charles 
Dickens as inter-connected 
tales, beginning as ruthless 
debt collector Jacob 
Marley makes himself an 
enemy. 

EastEnders Kat tells 
Martin that Alfie is still in 
Spain - unaware he is not 
far behind her - and Dean 
is angry with Shirley after 
she ruins his plans for 
Christmas dinner. 

Still Open All Hours 
Granville and Gastric try to 
get Madge into the festive 
spirit by organising a cosy 
drinks party, while a 
bargain Christmas tree 
causes problems. 
Dickensian Christmas 
Day arrives and Inspector 
Bucket begins his 
investigation into Jacob 
Marley’s murder, 

Satis House, o 
Havisham’s myste 
rescuer makes another 
appearance. 

And Then There Were 
None New series. Ten 
strangers are stranded on 
a remote island, and learn 
there may be a killer in their 
midst. Period mystery, 
starring Anna Maxwell 
Martin. Continues 
tomorrow. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 
10.20 The National Lottery 
Live Ore Oduba with the 
all-important Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

10.30 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker presents highlights 
of the full programme of 
Premier League games, 
including Chelsea v 
Watford, Manchester City v 
Sunderland and Stoke City 
v Manchester United; 
National Lottery Update 
12.05 FILM: The Guardian (2006) 
★★★ 2.15 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 2.20 BBC News 


9.00 


ra 


Russell Howard stars, A 
Gert Lush Christmas, on 
at 9.00pm 

6.00 Race to Super Bowl 50 Action 
from the week 15 fixtures. (R) 6.50 
Flog It! Making a profit at auction. 

7.35 FILM: Tom Thumb (1958) A 
miniature boy foils the schemes of a 
pair of crooks and helps a kind 
musician find true love. Children’s 
musical fantasy, starring Russ 
Tamblyn, Terry-Thomas and Peter 
Sellers. ★★★ 9.05 FILM: Hotel for 
Dogs (2009) Family comedy, 
starring Emma Roberts. ★★★ 

10.35 Ten Pieces II The BBC 
Philharmonic Orchestra and guests 
perform recitals of 10 classical 
works. 11.35 FILM: G-Force (2009) 
Children’s adventure, starring Bill 
Nighy. ★★ 1.00 Attenborough’s 
Big Birds: Natural World (R) 2.00 
Attenborough’s Paradise Birds 
(R) 




Holly Willoughby 
presents, Surprise 
Surprise on at 7.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. (R) 6.25 Pat & Stan (R) 
6.30 Pat & Stan (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan (R) 7.0Q Signed Stories: 
Share a Story (R) 7.05 Oddbods 
(R) 7.10 Sooty (R) 7.25 Super 4 (R) 
7.40 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 7.50 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series (R) 8.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go 9.00 The 
Tom & Jerry Show (R) 9.15 The 
Tom & Jerry Show (R) 9.25 Elf: 
Buddy’s Musical Christmas (R) 
10.25 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 
10.55 FILM: Back to the Future 
Part III (1990) ★★★1.05 ITV News 
and Weather 1.20 FILM: Jurassic 
Park (1993) Action adven 
starring Sam Neill. ★★★★ 


George Clooney stars, 
Fantastic Mr Fox, on at 
11.25am 

6.15 FILM: Ramona and Beezus 
(2010) Family comedy, starring 
Joey King. ★★★ 8.00 The Morning 
Line Nick Luck and guests are at 
Kempton Park to preview today’s 
races. 9.00 The Big Bang Theory 
Leonard fails to get Sheldon into the 
Christmas mood. (R) 9.30 The Big 
Bang Theory The gang reflects on 
how Sheldon has changed their 
lives. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 10.25 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons (R) 11.25 
FILM: Fantastic Mr Fox (2009) A 
fox gives up stealing chickens in 
favour of family life, but a new 
challenge is too tempting. Stop- 
motion animated adventure, with 
the voices of George Clooney and 
leryl Streep. ★★★ 1.10 Channel 4 
acing 


Festive cheer, Christmas 
Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, on at 7.05pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.1 OTheSaturday 
Show Matt Barbet and Gaby Roslin 
present the topical show with three 
celebrity guests, who discuss the 
week’s headlines, as well as viral 
videos and the latest TV and film 
releases. 11.10 The Dog Rescuers 
at Christmas with Alan Davies Ql 
regular and comedian Alan Davies 
throws a party for some of the stars 
of the series, and award-winning 
RSPCA officer Derek Hampson 
hands out presents to rescue dogs 
across England and Wales. (R) 
12.10 The Secret Life of Marilyn 
Monroe Biojro exploring how the 
actress and sex symbol managed 
to hide her most intimate secrets 
from the press, even at the height of 
her fame. Starring Kelli Garner and 
Susan Sarandon. 


3.00 Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy 
comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler. ★★★ 

4.30 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 

30 Don’t Panic! The Dad’s 
Army Story (R) 

6.20 We’re Doomed!: The 
Dad’s Army Story (R) 

7.20 Dad’s Army Frazer is 
unable to hide his delight 
when Captain Mainwaring’s 
disreputable brother 
gatecrashes a sherry party 
for local dignitaries. Classic 
comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear: From A to Z 

John Bishop narrates the 
first of two programmes 
celebrating the highlights 
of the Jeremy Clarkson, 
James May and Richard 
Hammond era, via an 
alphabetical list. 

9.00 A Gert Lush Christmas 

Comedian RusleK ‘ 
Howard’s debut comedy 
drama. Dan Colman is 
about to introduce the 
woman of his dreams to his 
crazy but adorable family at 
Christmas, but it may not 
goto plan. 

10.00 Abz on the Christmas 
Farm Abz Love and his 
girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
spend Christmas reflecting 
on the successes and 
failures of their year running 
a smallholder farm in 
Wales. 

10.30 Backchat End of Year 
Show 2015 Jack 
Whitehall and his father 
Michael review the past 12 
months, picking apart 
some of the highs and lows 
of 2015 in an end-of-year 
special. 

11.15 Kinky Boots (2005) 

A man inherits a 
struggling shoe factory 
and finds salvation for 
his business in a drag 
artist’s need for custom 
footwear. Comedy 
drama, starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
Joel Edgerton. ★★★ 

1.00 FILM: Marnie (1964) ★★★ 

3.05 Sign Zone: Imagine - The 

Ecstasy of Wilko Johnson (R) 4.40 

This Is BBC Two 


3.40 Midsomer Murders A 

man’s apparent suicide 
shocks the village of 
Morton Fendle - but things 
take a sinister turn when 
Barnaby and Jones 
discover the victim was not 
alone when he died. (R) 

5.40 ITV News and Weather 
6.00 The Nation’s Favourite 

Disney Song 

7.00 Surprise Surprise Holly 
Willoughby delivers 
Christmas presents to 
members of the public, 
including an injured soldier 
preparing to row across the 
Atlantic and a young heart 
transplant survivor. 

8.00 Peter & Wendy Lucy 
Rose, a 12-year-old girl 
with a serious heart 
condition, is admitted to St 
Ormond Street Hospital to 
await treatment. On the 
night before her operation, 
Lucy reads JM Barrie’s tale 
of Peter Pan to her fellow 
patients, and as she 
eventually drifts off to 
sleep, her dreaming mind 
conjures up the magical 
world of Neverland. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross 
Show Christmas 
Special The host presents 
a Boxing Day special in 
which he dispenses with 
his no-holds-barred 
questions, and instead 
invites guests to take part 
in light-hearted games. 
11.10 ITV News Including 
Regional News and ITV 
Weather; Weather. 

11.25 From Russia with 
Love (1963) James 
Bond is assigned to 
steal a top-secret Soviet 
decoding machine-but 
the mission is a trap set 
by crime syndicate 
Spectre. Spy thriller, 
with Sean Connery and 
Robert Shaw. ★★★ 

1.25 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote Cabot Cove becomes the 
scene of deadly competition when 
an eccentric recluse dies, and 
Jessica is given the dubious honour 
of executing the woman’s will. (R) 


3.30 Home Alone 3 
(1997) Comedy 
sequel, starring Alex D 
Linz. ★★★ 

5.25 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

5.35 The Secret Life of 
Children at Chrisl 

The children are reunite* 
perform their own nativit 
play. (R) 

6.30 Britain’s Favourite 
Children’s Books with 
David Walliams The 

comedy actor counts down 
through a list of the nation’s 
most beloved children’s 
books, while other celebrity 
fans read extracts from the 
selected tales. 

8.00 Inside Lego at 
Christmas Cameras 
return to the Lego factory 
ahead of Christmas to 
discover how staff prepare 
for the festive season, 
which accounts for more 
than half of the firm’s 
annual sales. 

9.00 The Big Fat Quiz of the 
Year 2015 Rob Brydon, 
Sue Perkip^i^David 
Mitchell, Claudia 
Winkleman, Greg Davies 
and Jo Brand reveal 
whether they have their 
fingers on the pulse of 
modern life in the annual 
quiz. 

11.05 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker Alex Zane 
presents 50 festive internet 
clips that have proved 
popular around the world, 
including a turkey with a 
boob job and an inventive 
Christmas tree decoration- 
remover. (R) 

12.10 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The host is joined 
by Catherine Tate’s Nan, Keith 
Lemon, Lorraine Kelly, Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. Plus, music by 
Little Mix and One Direction. Last in 
the series. (R) 2.05 Rude Tube Alex 
Zane counts down the Top 50 online 
videos devoted to love and marriage. 
3.00 Hollyoaks Omnibus. Ziggy and 
Celine find Ste sleeping otiftfdS after 
another binge and rush him to 
hospital, while Reenie receives a 
invitation to Derek’s will reading. (R) 

5.10 Location, Location, Location 
Two families who were selling up to 
fund a business. (R) 


3.15 Diana (2013) 

Premiere. Fact-based 
drama, starring Naomi 
Watts and Naveen 
Andrews. ★ 

5.05 One Chance (2013) 

Premiere. Fact-based 
comedy drama, starring 
James Corden. ★★★ 

.05 Christmas Makes You 
Laugh Out Loud lain Lee 
presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have 
taken the internet by storm 
in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious 
online clips with a festive 
twist. (R) 

8.05 Chas & Dave’s Xmas 
Knees Up! Festive 
entertainment from 1982, 
which sees the Cockney 
duo joined by celebrity 
guests Eric Clapton, Jimmy 
Cricket, Jim Davidson, 
Albert Lee and Lennie 
Peters. (R) 

9.00 Football League 
Tonight: Boxing Day 
Special Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
packed Boxing Day fixture 
list, including Hull City v 
Burnley and Derby County 
v Fulham in the 
Championship. 

10.30Most Shocking 
Christmas TV 
Moments A merry romp 
through the most 
inappropriate, outrageous 
and appallingly atrocious 
Christmas television 
turkeys of all time, featuring 
contributions from some of 
those involved. 

12.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away! Christmas Special The 

world of debt collection during the 
festive period. (R) 1.25 

SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Kids’ Hospital at 
Christmas: Revisited Catching up 
with the six children who featured in 
the series. (R) 4.00 Chris Tarrant 
on the Polar Express Chris 
embarks on a 2,000-mile railway trip 
from Moscow to Arctic Siberia. (R) 
4.50 Make It Big The raffle money 
goes missing. (R) 5.15 Make It Big 
First episode of % reality show 
following 12 young entrepreneurs. 
(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm (R) 5.50 
Angels of Jarm BioelfIf jealous of 
Jess’s new coat. (Rf 




A at 

Christmas 


• Text 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


•Call 

0121 643 5018 (option 3) 

• Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


• Donate by 
post 


Dark Lane, Coven, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 


FEED28 £3, £5, £7 or 
£10 to 70070 


Text costs donation plus a standard rate message. 
Must get bill payer’s permission. 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.357 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

X 

2 

U 

3 

A 

K 

5 

H 

6 z 

7 

F 

8 

Y 

P 

10 

R 

11 

C 

12 

W 

13 

D 

14 

J 

15 

T 

16 

1 

17 

B 

18 

Q 

19 

V 

20 

E 

21 

L 

22 

N 

23 

G 

24 

o 

25 

M 

26 

s 


1 

N 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. Jovial fellow right 

1. Pardon graduate 

for cutting (5) 

getting up to answer 

8. Ashamed - got rid 

(10) 

of a graduate (7) 

2. Vehicles containing 

9. Practised player 

500 pieces for game 
(5) 

3. Gamble on article 

gets well-used set 

of cards (3,4) 

from the Greek 

10. The chosen 

alphabet (4) 

beginning of a 

4. Irritate mother 

power source (5) 

animal going up to 

12. Give way and 

lair (6) 

tolerate a team 

5. Game played at HQ 

(5,5) 

dance (8) 

15. It’s unlikely that one 

6. 1 re-echo such a 
greeting (7) 

politician can wear 

11. Be comforted in that 

a gown (10) 

place twice (5,5) 

18. There will be some 

13. A large number 

on the staff, of 

of old-fashioned 

course (5) 

pronouns also (8) 

19. Dissipated sea- 

14. Picked out rashly, 

creature joins the 

so to speak? (7) 


air force (7) 

21. Grimly holding the 
back end of the 
ship? (7) 

22. It’s more pleasant 
right by French 
resort (5) 


16. Dresses youth 
leader in tapestry 
( 6 ) 

17. Black, sticky stuff 
suitable for playing 
games on (5) 

20. An excellent 
punishment (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Drive (5) 

8. Egg white (7) 

9. Food (7) 

10. Drift (5) 

12. Belligerent (10) 

15. Generous (4-6) 

18. Shade (5) 

19. Nomad (7) 

21. Yield (7) 

22. Reject scornfully (5) 


Down 

1. Uneasiness (10) 

2. Foam (5) 

3. Too (4) 

4. Transmit (4,2) 

5. Impediment (8) 

6. Sovereign (7) 

11. Dissatisfaction (10) 

13. Ignored (8) 

14. Signification (7) 

16. Figure (6) 

17. Compass (5) 

20. Pant (4) 




2 


4 


9 


3 



6 

1 




4 


9 





5 



6 


6 




7 


9 


3 




1 




2 


8 

9 

2 


3 


7 


8 



3 





9 


7 




1 

8 

6 


6 




5 


2 


7 



Who was the Leader of the House of 
Commons from 1976-9? 

In which country is the Athos 
peninsula? 

Who was the companion of Don 
Quixote? 

In which two months are the Dog-days? 
5. To which crop is the Colorado Beetle a 
serious pest? 


2 . 


4. 


6. What is the gnu also known as? 

7. Of what family is the Guinea-Pig a 
member? 

8. How many gallons did a kilderkin once 
represent? 

9. Which is the brightest of the planets? 

10. In which country is Innsbruck? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Exodus; 2 The Tempest; 3 1965; 4 
Klaus Barbie; 5 25; 6 June 6th; 

7 Jane Austen; 8 Canada; 9 Czech; 

10 Painting. 

Niner: SECTIONAL 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

456298 gives a dance, 

1534 gives a movie, 

4785699 gives a performance. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Enable; 8 Matter; 10 Out¬ 
side; 11 Avoid; 12 None; 13 Stole; 17 David; 18 
Vote; 22 Least; 23 Outpost; 24 Strife; 25 Cutler. 
Down: 1 Resound; 2 Casting 3 Plain; 4 Capable; 
5 Stood; 6 Bride; 9 Test pilot; 14 Mastiff; 15 
Monocle; 16 Letters; 19 Class; 20 Harry; 21 
Stout. QUICK - Across: 7 Return; 8 Quiver; 10 
Diction; 11 Forge; 12 Club; 13 Grain; 17 Slide; 

18 Gain; 22 Maxim; 23 Explain; 24 Clergy; 25 
Joyous. Down: 1 Produce; 2 Stuck-up; 3 Krait; 4 
Surfeit; 5 Avert; 6 Greed; 9 Unbridled; 14 Plum¬ 
age; 15 Paragon; 16 Oneness; 19 Smack; 20 
Expel; 21 Spool. 




STARMAKERS SUNDAY KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT 


MESS cm. 




y ■ . Great Bar...Great Food... 
"tnT # Great Entertainment... 

3 H ^ r .+* i 

' x Kniglijs Quesl 

^ f * * i 


CHRISTMAS EVE 24/12/2015 

jJg MV S TARMAKERS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

^ BOXING DAY 26/12/2015 

THE DISCO DISCIPLES 

SUNDAY 27/12/2015 


MONDAY 28/12/2015 

► QUIZ &TOP KARAOKE AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 

^ ? • ^TUESDAY 29/12/2015 

* IT'S TUESDAY...ITS KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR-^ 

^ .1 NEW YEARS EVE 31/12/2015 

• INTO 2016 WITH SIDE BY SIDE / 

J NEW YEARS DAY 01/01/2016 ✓ 

DAZZLER FOLLOWED BY SHANES DISCO c£ 

SATURDAY 02/01 /2016 

GARY BARLOW TRIBUTE WITH TYLER JOHN 


DAILY 


Gfl tVERY 


We also serve 


■SUNDAY * I 

■lpT 


Mon-Thurs jfl 2.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm 




m 


m 




. I Horner Way, Rowley 
Regis B65 0JQ 
Tel: 0121 559 6040 


Three Diamonds 


BAR AND GRILL? 


sky SPORTS Sport 


ENJOY A 
FREE PINT 

WITH ORDERS £12 OR MORE. 
(IN OUR KITCHEN) 

Present this coupon to redeem. 

FAMILIES WELCOME. 
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eating out 23 



Definitely worth a visit - Spices, Walsall Road, Bridgtown, Cannock The spacious interior has comfortable seating Manager Ali, left pictured with Head Chef Anwar at Spices 

New restaurant where menu variety was 
definitely the spice of life for my family 


IT’S always a shame when a 
long-standing pub shuts down - 
and these days it happens all too 
frequently. 

But sometimes a successful, new ven¬ 
ture fills the void. And that is exactly 
what Spices Restaurant has done in 
Bridgtown, Cannock. 

Its former presence as a pub has not 
been completely forgotten, though. The 
Bridgetown Tavern - with an ‘e’ unlike 
the village it stands in - was a popular 
local, but after its unexpected closure 
around three years ago, Syed Ali stepped 
in to turn it into an Indian restaurant. 

Ali already runs restaurants in Sedgley and 
Wednesbury but when the Cannock area was 


suggested, he was not put off by the plethora 
of eateries already in the area. 

“I know there were a lot of restaurants, but 
that means there are a lot of eaters,” he said. 

Cleverly, though, while identifying the need 
to cater for a growing clientele, he has steered 
clear of the main cluster of restaurants, thus 
avoiding where his main competition would be. 

Beams 

Spices lies on a main road through the vil¬ 
lage, ideal for passing trade but far enough 
away from the town centre saturation. 

Some of the pub’s old features remain, 
though, including the centrepiece bar. It is be¬ 
cause of this that the interior doesn’t have that 
feel of a contemporary diner - and it’s all the 
better for it. 

Alterations have been made of course, but 


Mark Shipp tucks in 

the exposed brickwork and beams give it a 
more homely feeling. Tables are set out to 
cater for parties of diners, or families, and it is 
this set up that Ali, as he prefers to be known, 
prides his operation on. 

I dined with my family, and truth to be told, 
it was an evening that money couldn’t buy. 
We had proper conversations, we could hear 
ourselves talk. There were other diners, but 
no-one too loud or boisterous - and, where else 
could you dine out to a background soundtrack 
that included Stevie Wonder, The Three De¬ 
grees and Simply Red? Not all my cup of tea, 
but certainly an eclectic mix. 

Ali and his staff, there are 14 employed 
in all, took time out to chat to us and check 
everything was okay, while being fully aware 


that other diners needed attention, too. What’s 
more the food was enjoyed by all four of us. 
From a menu that featured a seemingly end¬ 
less list of Spices exclusives and recommended 
dishes like the khunda, the choice was cer¬ 
tainly extensive. 

Perfect 

Ali spoke highly of his team of chefs, who 
like to add new lines on a regular basis and 
welcome comments from customers on fa¬ 
voured or requested dishes. They didn’t let us 
down here. 

Now I wouldn’t say a fish dish is my favour¬ 
ite curry, but to quote the legendary philoso¬ 
pher Brian Clough “it’s in the top one.” I was 
in my element here as I was allowed to try two, 
the mach palak - pan-fried sea bass fillets in 
a medium sauce with spinach and potatoes, 


complemented by lemon rice and naan bread, 
and the kanda wala machli, fish cooked in a 
lemon and coriander sauce. It’s easy to say 
when being looked after for the purpose of a 
review that everything was OK. Often little 
things go wrong or not something is not quite 
right. It’s human nature. However, this was a 
night when absolutely everything was perfect. 

A more pleasant ‘mein host’ you could not 
wish to meet, in impressive surroundings, with 
a just-right atmosphere and terrific food. 

It seems that Ali has it spot-on, and his reg¬ 
ular diners - he caters for 70 but that can be 
extended - are proof of the quality served up. 

For the record, the better half’s makani 
bhuna and the children’s tikka masala and 
chips were well received, too. 

Spices is open from 5.30 to 11pm between 
Tuesday and Sunday. Call 01543 502767. 
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Slimming World 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

***NEW 3.30PM SESSION STARTS 4TH JANUARY*** 
TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 

Newall Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Road, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church (Wesley Centre) 
Spring Head @ 7.30pm 
Contact Tracey 07463 784133 

OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 
OLDBURY 
Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.15am and 
11.15am 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 9.30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 

Waterloo Street, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 


OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jane 07870 421423 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am, 11.30am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 01902 634883 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church 

Slater Street, @ 9.30am and 7.00pm 

Contact Jodie 07547 771319 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
SMETHWICK 
Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 9.30am 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Melisia 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 
BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 


BILSTON 

Lower Bradley Community Centre 
Wallace Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community Church, 
Merton Close (off Pound Road) @ 7.30pm 
Contact Stacy 07411 486694 

TIVIDALE 

St Michael’s Church, 

Tividale Road, B69 2LQ @ 5.00pm and 
7.00pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

THURSDAY 


****NEW GROUP OPENS 7TH JANUARY** 
TIVIDALE 

Ormaston Sandwell Community Academy, 
Lower City Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Sarah 07875 445462 



WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road @ 9.30am 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.30am 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub (Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Carole 07854 413929 


FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 
Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 
ROWLEY REGIS 
Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 9.30am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 

OLDBURY 

Bleakhouse Library, 

Bleakhouse Road @ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestyle Centre, 

Newbury Lane, B69 1 HE @ 9.00am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 


Or just come along 

Career opportunities for past and 
present members in this area 
contact Jenny on 
0121 556 5909 for more details. 


visit the website for delicious 

slimmingworld.co.uk?' 


reaves-. 


(Slimmin 


no® 0344 897 8000 


touching hearts, changing lives 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 

Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 

| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trusT 
MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 




Are you a 
member of a 
local 

vol untary 
group? 

Do you have a 
good 

news story? 

Do you need 
to promote 
an event for sk 
charity or sk local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell 
Chronicle needs local 
news stories for your 
local paper for you 
the local reader. 

Please ca 11 the 
chronicle team on 
01 902 31 9 388 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 
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GPS 

CONSTRUCTIONS 

LTD 

0121 5882740 
07956 888 611 
I www.gpsconstructions.com 


WEST TIMBER 
& STEEL LTD 

Rear 64 High Street, 
West Bromwich 
B70 6JT 

0121 553 0666 


IDEAL 

HOMECARE 

5 Hall Green Road, 
West Bromwich 
B71 3JS 

0121 588 5737 


THE GAP 
CENTRE 

Hargate Lane, 
West Bromwich 
B71 1PH 

0121 525 4442 


| www.idealhomecare.co.uk fc:| www.thegaponline.org | 


TATTOO BY 
TOMO 

107 Three Shires 
Oak Road, 
Bearwood B67 5BT 

0121 429 1566 


COMPLETE KIDZ ■ PLUMBMASTER 
&TOTZ ZONE 

Unit 2 & 3 Elm Court, 

Crystal Drive, 

Smethwick B66 1RB 

0121 552 2006 

| www.completekidz.co.uk ^ 0121 4751112 


6 Genners Lane, 
Bartley Green, 
Birmingham 
B32 3JL 


A.J. 
ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 

07771 666690 


CALTOURS OF 
BIRMINGHAM 
LTD 

0121 459 7524 
www.caltours-coach.co.uk 


SANDWELL 

DIESEL 

Potters Lane 
Wednesbury 

0121 5561122 


ECO PIPE 

0800 233 5688 


www.e 


j.com 


T & D FENCING 

Unit 405, 
Smethwick 
Enterprise Centre, 
Rolfe Street 

0121 565 4533 


SAMSON 
&LION 

01384 76062 
www.samsonandlion.co.uk I 


LONDIS 

SUPERMARKET 

Langley High Street 
Oldbury 

0121 552 2613 


APEX 

WINES 

87 Gorsty Hill Road 
Rowley Regis 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 


07860 206713/ 
0121 602 0966 


SMB 

AUTOCENTRE 

4A Chester Road 
Cradley Heath 

01384 380 982 


THE HERBAL 
CENTRE 

10B Peckingham 
Street 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 


CROSSWAYS 
I MOTOR BODIES 

Station Road, 
Cradley Heath 
B64 6PL 

0121 559 4040 


CROSSWELLS | 
INN 

0121 532 0050 
www.crosswells.co.uk 


BRUNSWICK 
FISH BAR 

Crankhall Lane, 
Wednesbury 

0121 502 3140 


BRIDALE 

118 Graingers Lane 
Cradley Heath 

01384 635798 


CHAPMANS 

CHIPPY 

Home of the Famous 
‘Crispy Horny Basket’ 
32 Whitehall Road 
West Bromwich 


D.B. PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

0121 647 3585 
I www.db-malntenance.co.uk I 


COLLEY LANE 
FISH BAR 

89 Colley Lane 
Halesowen 

07833 693423 


THE BIG PET 
STORE 

Dudley Road 
Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 


HILL TOP FISH 
BAR 

‘Fresh Cod Delivered Daily’ 

Hill Top, 

West Bromwich 

0121 556 2521 


RUSSELL’S 

SKIPS 

0121 520 3388 
07721 387990 


NAJRAN 
SHEDS & 
FENCING 

Spring Hill, 
Birmingham 

0121 456 3555 


CHAPMANS 

ELECTRICAL 

Reddal Hill Road 
Cradley Heath 

01384 566497 

DANCERS LTD 
‘SALE NOW ON’ 

Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 5501237 


BLACK 
COUNTRY 
GLAZING 

01384 566100 

| www.blackcountryglazing.com | 

GRANITELAND 

54-56 Lyde Green 
Halesowen 

01384 639000 




GASTEK 

SOLUTIONS 

Service Plans from 
£14.99 

01384 560856 
www.g 


BREW AND 
VIEW 

‘Beer & Wine 
Making Kits’ 
Blackheath Market 

0121 5321850 
www.brewandview.co.uk 


HOME 

SELECTIONS 

Britannia Street 
Oldbury 

0121 557 7222 
www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 


BATES 
TOOL HIRE 

Unit 59 

Percy Business Park 
Rounds Green Road, 
Oldbury 

0121 552 4969 


THE ANGLE 
RING COMPANY 

Bllomfield Road, 
Tipton DY4 9EH 

0121 552 4969 


HANNINGTONS 

TOYS& 

LEISUREWEAR 

Unit 7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street, Tipton 

0121 557 1920 


KENT ROAD 
FISH BAR 

103 Kent Road 
Halesowen 

0121 422 2162 





























ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


'w Index 



FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bookanad .expressandst ar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 



Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 

Monday, December 21 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Tuesday, December 22 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Wednesday, December 23 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Christmas Eve December 24 

8.30am till 1pm 

Christmas Day December 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day Saturday December 26 Closed 

Monday, December 28 

Closed 

Tuesday, December 29 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Wednesday, December 30 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

New Years Eve December 31 

8.30am till 1pm 

New Years Day, Friday January 1 Closed 

Saturday, January 2 

Closed 

Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Hi Di s nit y' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company 


\ 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

PING RAPTURE Set, irons, putter, 
woods and bag. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, suitable gift. Superb. £350. 
Stafford 01785 214253 



CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.co.uk 



3 


Home & 
Services 



BIB DISCOUNTS 

on gas + electric cookers, fires, 
autos, tumble dryers, fridge 
freezers, built In ovens and 
hobs. Most c cards accepted. 
24 - 26 Church Street Bllston 


PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CALI 01902 403770 



AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 7202/0. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN starts Sunday 27th Dec 10am. 
Open every day 10 till 6pm. Sunday: 10 till 4pm. 



SAVE 50%^ 
DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY 




Beds direct from our factory save £££’s. 

Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. 
Mattresses from £29. Ortho & memory mats from £69. 
Fashion beds from £49 and bunk bed frames from £99. 
Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest selection of beds you 
will find anywhere at lowest factory direct price. Recliner & 
mobility lift and rise choose from 
~ our unrivalled selection, many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta leather lift and tilt 
Was £699 HALF PmCEJ349 I 
Big selection of dual motor models in leather and 
fabric, many half price. Hundreds of suites - 
recliners corner units, wing chairs at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 



NEEDLEWORK STAND with spot¬ 
light, working frame and magnifying 
glass, all in new condition, £70 ono. 
01543 674663. 


ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords etc. very good 
prices paid. 07592 290155. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IRS. 0784f 596254 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED MINI Series A engine, 
must be in working order. 

Walsall 01922 i 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 





A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


building services 


AD 


All building work, Roofing, Damg* 
Problems, Plastering etc. jQk 

FREE QUOTES ."tST, 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


carpentry & ^ 

V_ joinery 




• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
loors, floors and staircases 
II plastering projects catered for 
lomestic and Commercial 
Mirbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


i & S JOINERY Six internal p 


07958 552625, 


fully fitted 
I, 07950 8 


carpet fitters 


jus-, ,-, -,-„ 

to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 91962 366855/ 
07761 973975 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
07497 667752/07597 488290 


ings. C 


house clearances 


handyman 
y services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


painters / 
y decorators 




A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



=jurz 

EJKIF5 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


t) 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

jt* 4- 

ClassifiedAds 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



THIS SPACE 

YOUR 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CHIHUAHUA bitch puppy, 12 weeks 
old, tri colour, short coated, fully 
vaccinated, £350 ono. 

07591 117437. 

KITTENS: WEDNESBURY 

SANCTUARY Needs Homes for 
Rescue Kittens. 

Telephone 0121 502 5027. 



Business & 
L Farming 



BUSINESS 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 


bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 
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ClassffiedAds 


6 

Property 


a—^ 



Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

THREE BED semi house to let, or 
house share, £195pw inc house¬ 
hold bills. 07907 744321. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


NEED TO 
SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY? 

Want a fast and hassle free 
completion ? 

Then call Jack today on 

□7507 S6566S 



CRH Transport TraininaTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 

MTS HGV training, Willenhall. 
Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 
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i Motoring 





MINI COOPER S, grey, 2005, 12 
months MoT, low mileage, FSH, 
showroom condition, £1,995 
bargain. 7503 670510. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


IBMA 1 Est. Hfcrfc Z5 Years 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


FORD KA V Regn, blk, 12 months 
MoT,61,000 miles, 4 service 
stamps,. Good condition great little 
car. £400. 07976 293994. 


MERCEDES E280 silver, V regn, 
petrol, auto, 73,000, nearly new 
tyres,full MoT, fully loaded, out¬ 
standing condition. £1,275. 07756 
637486. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 2003 reg., lady 
owner, 12 months MoT, clean ana 
tidy, very reliable, first to see will 
buy. £600. 0121 601 6313. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


full time - general 


Age UK Sandwell values diversity and is 
an Equal Opportunities Employer 
Reg. Charity no: 1080517 

2 x CUSTOMER ASSISTANT/ 
INSURANCE ARRANGER 

Salary £7,168 p.a. for 16 hours per week (9am- 1pm 
and 1 pm-5pm by arrangement), and based in West Bromwich. 
Full time hours will be required at times in this job share role. 

There is an exciting opportunity to join our sales team. The role 
involves contact with the public over the telephone and face to face. 
It will focus on insurance sales and other products for older people. 
To be considered for this role, you will preferably have previous 
experience in a sales environment and you will be enthusiastic, 
committed and able to work towards agreed targets and achieve 
results. Experience of working in a regulated environment would 
be preferable. Excellent IT, motivational and communication skills 
are required. 

If you believe that you have the skills and experience to make a 
significant contribution then come and join the team at Age UK 
Sandwell 

For an application pack (CVs not accepted), call Abigail on 0121 500 
1860, email: abiqail.o"toole@aqeuksandwell.orq.uk or access via 
website www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

Closing Date for all completed applications Friday 15th January 
2016. Previous applicants need not apply. 

l/l/e are an Equal Opportunities employer; we are committed to developing 
our employees and welcome applications from all sections of the 
community. Registered Charity Number: 1080517 


Sandwell 

^age uk 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



spares/parts 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 



Women seeking men 

REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent 
for festive season, doesn’t want 
to be along again. Age/looks 
unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 | 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 | 



*EG send KISS12345 to 80098 



SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 | 

FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, 
petite but shapely lady seeks 
gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status 

unimportant but must be discreet 
and non demanding. Tel: 0906 
515 3023 Box 420235 
KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195| 

39 yr old independent single 
Mom, knows the benefit of 
having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
5084796 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 
5ft 5ins, slim, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415767 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 | 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 $ 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3015 Box: 405297 
LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 




CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420073 (§ 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good 
sense of humour, well presented, 
WLTM kind, sincere chappie to 
share coffee and a chat. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, 
attractive ex air hostess, looking 
for fun times with older male for 
romantic nights in and more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420043 I 

FRANCES, 45, busty female, 
loves nights in/out, seeking 
uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420003 | 
JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985 | 

CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420175 I 
TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with 
legs that go all the way up to 
heaven, WLTM very appreciative 
confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

414701 | 

FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, 
curvy, likes reading, walking, 
cinema, seeks male 40-50 for 
lasting relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077545 
PROFESSIONAL black female 
age 52, enjoys evenings and 
days out, would like to meet 
similar Midlands male. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5315901 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 



To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 


Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, 
stocky build, green eyes, friendly, 
GSOH, seeks genuine friendly 
n/s female for friendship, 
possible relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5335424 
PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from 
Wolverhampton, looking for a fun 
lady for a no-strings relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 | 

GENUINE 56yr old male, 
divorced, OHAC, looking for nice 
lady for friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405551 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:414991 
GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, 
looking for fun lady for no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417601 

WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 ® 

COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large 
big beautiful woman 45 to 55 for 
LTR, love, romance, hopefully 
likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5308886 

52YRS old guy genuine down to 
earth looking for Mrs right for 
nights in and out, walking, 
cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
MALE looking to meet a nice 
lady for fun times to spend with. 
I am 72 and would like to meet a 
lady between 60 and 70. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5332896 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, 
dark hair, likes music, cycling 
and photography, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235| 

TALL attractive male, 55, would 
like to meet older mature women 
60 to 75 for close discreet fun. 
You only live once. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4347071 
I am an easygoing guy looking 
for a female 55-66 for a 
meaningful relationship. I am 
very sincere and honest. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5326234 
CARING male, 57T OHAC, 

looking for female, any race, 
status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411461 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, 
slim, OHAC, seeks female, 18 
plus for discreet adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401875 


COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 | 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
6FT well built guy, nicely 
groomed looking for fun intimate 
nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5132460 
MALE, 70, retired from NHS, 
seeking a lady for friendship and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420147 | 
WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 
VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 | 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 21/12/15 
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Express & Star 


LARGE CAPACITY DESICCANT 
DEHUMIDIFIER 


Only £149.99 plus P&P 


Remove excess moisture from the air 
and eliminate mould growth, damp and 
musty odours in your home with this high 
performance 650W electric dehumidifier. 
It has a rotor design and uses desiccant, 
a special humidity-absorbing material, to 
quietly extract up to 7 litres of moisture 
from the air each day. It can also operate 
at cooler temperatures than many 
dehumidifiers, making it ideal for use 
during winter in garages or sheds as 
well as in your home. There’s a built-in 
ioniser filter mode to help purify the air 
by removing dust and larger pollutant 
particles and there’s a laundry mode 
that provides hot or warm air to dry 
clothes faster. Other features include a 
removable 3.5 litre water tank with auto 
shut-off, three speed settings, timer and 
automatic louvre. Measures H48 x W30 x 
D18cm. Mains powered. 

D7926 Large Capacity Desiccant 
Dehumidifier 



HOTEL COLLECTION 
DUVETS 




From only £23.99 plus P&P 


Enjoy all the comfort and quality of a 
night in a five star hotel without leaving 
your home with these sumptuous Hotel 
Collection duvets. This deluxe bedding 
is non allergenic and its plush, super 
soft microfibre casing and hollow fibre 
filling is wonderfully lightweight without 
compromising on comfort and warmth, 
making for a blissful night’s sleep all year 
round. Our duvets are long lasting and 
designed to retain their plumped shape 
and luxurious feel. Available in a choice 
of single, double, king or super king and 
offered in three levels of warmth; 13.5, 15 
and the ultra-warm 18 tog. A twin pack 
of microfibre pillows is also available for 
just £19.99. Machine washable. 





Pillows 

availak 

{also 

A 


£ 45 > 



1 Product 

13.5 tog 

Was 

Price 

15 tog 

Was 

Price 

18 tog 

Was 

Price 1 

Single 

D6094 

£39.99 

£23.99 

D6098 

£42.99 

£25.99 

D7978 

£49.99 

£27.99 

Double 

D6095 

£49.99 

£33.99 

D6099 

£54.99 

£36.99 

D7979 

£69.99 

£39.99 

King 

D6096 

£64.99 

£36.99 

D6100 

£69.99 

£39.99 

D7980 

£79.99 

£42.99 

Super King 

D6097 

£74.99 

£39.99 

D6101 

£79.99 

£42.99 

D7981 

£89.99 

£44.99 

Pillow twin pack 

D5785 

£29.99 

£19.99 








LED DAYLIGHT 
LAMPS 


From only £39.99 plus P&P 


Enjoy crystal clear light in your home with 
an energy-efficient LED daylight lamp. 

These lamps are designed to simulate 
natural daylight, providing a cleaner, brighter 
light that is perfect for reading, writing and 
craftwork. Enjoy sharper details, stronger 
colours and better contrast with complete 
clarity, helping to effectively reduce eye 
strain and improve concentration. The 
flexi-neck allows you to adjust the lamp 
to the perfect lighting position and each 
desk lamp features a USB adaptor, so you 
can plug it in to a standard USB socket 
on a laptop or computer while you work. 
Made from aluminium for added durability. 
Assembly required. 3W. 

The slim, elegant design is available in desk 
or table versions, in black, red or silver. 

Desk lamp measures H50.5 x D12cm and 
weighs 840g. Floor lamp measures HI65 x 
D20cm and weighs 1.8kg. 

Desk Lamp £39.99 Was £69.99 
D8862 Black D8863 Red D8864 Silver 
Floor Lamp £59.99 Was £89.99 
D8865 Black D8866 Red D8867 Silver 



ELECTRIC BLANKETS 


From only £14.99 plus P&P 



Fitting easily under your sheets these luxurious electric blankets heat up quickly, providing constant 
warmth. Keeping you lovely and warm on the coldest of nights, they feature three heat settings, a heat 
level indicator and removable power cords for hand washing. The blankets are available in a choice of 
soft standard polyester lining or cosy fleece lining and 
come in three sizes; single, double and king. 

The single blanket is heated by a 50W element and 
comes with a detachable controller, while the double 
and king sizes feature two 50W elements and two 
controllers, allowing you to always keep your half of the 
bed at the perfect temperature. 


1 Product 

Code 

Was 

Price 1 

Standard Single 

D8907 

£24.99 

£14.99 

Standard Double 

D8908 

£39.99 

£24.99 

Standard King 

D8909 

£59.99 

£29.99 

Fleece Single 

D4065 

£39.99 

£24.99 

Fleece Double 

D6675 

£59.99 

£39.99 

Fleece King 

D8910 

£64.99 

£49.99 


To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 57154 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 14th September and 14th December 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (57154), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Initial_Surname _ 


Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

Address_ 

Email 


_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_0r please debit my card £_ 


_□ Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. _ 


1 Start 
J date: 


Expiry 

date: 


Security 

Number: 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 
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Fencing 


Plumbing & Heating 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE£65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/ 07010 537020 


T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 

I HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
fo AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


2 s 0121-565 4533 




BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


HUNTER 

BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


AOl 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Dam| 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


)amo» 

A. 


Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies 
Stairways. 

JM66h526528. 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


Thye Handy 
JTYlTMan 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


Plastering 


r M.GIDMAN ' 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mKm 
local service call: 


mbelectric. co.ukl 




Plastering & Property Maintenance 


ALL WORK 1 

JNDERTAKEN 

FREE 

QUOTATIONS 

1 10% DISCOUNTS 
FOR OAP’S 


Contact Mark 07947 256939 0121 520 0382 

SjjSF mgidmanplasterers@yahoo.co.uk 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 j 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



[j^b Kksfrfflnng] <& l^1][iirrf«TlT»T^ 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 




■ W/EDNESBURyfHEflT-INGj 

i&1P.liaMBIN§KERVJGESI 



V _ 

""JjT" INSTALL, SERVICE & REPi? 

mm Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating & Bathrooms 
WWKR. Gas and Plumbing work Landlord Safety Certificates 
\T PAUL: 07932 790111 or 0121 531 7848 for free quote 

aoiler Changes, Gas Leaks, Radiators, Fire Surrounds 
Gas Hobs, Water Filters, Outside Taps etc 


Skip Hire 


I 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Scrap cars _____ 
REMOVED FOR FREE 



Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

miiwiiMi 




11 PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

i I PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roofing 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 




f@i 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 




ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

_ West Bromwich _ 


CASH FOR 
FAULTY TV’S 
AND PLAY 
STATIONS 

CALL JAMES 
07404837309 


Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


•All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
07437569187 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 A 

B 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandsfar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

J v 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 












































































































































































Get the full news 
experience with 

Express & Star plus+ 


The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 


PLUS+ 


PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 


Express & Star 
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Tivoli a pleasant surprise 


By Ian Donaldson 


A smattering of Spanish would 
have come in handy in deepest 
Bedfordshire as we tried to tell 
the SsangYong’s sat nav to take 
us back to base. 

Someone had set the system for the 
land of paella and siestas and instruc¬ 
tions came out of the Tivoli’s dash¬ 
board with a softly spoken southern 
inflection, which sounded lovely but 
meant precious little. 

But you don’t keep a motoring writer from 
his lunch and the destination was eventual¬ 
ly plumbed into the TomTom and away we 
went - in a car that was proving a bit of a 
surprise. Taking us on the mystery tour of an 
unheralded but handsome part of mid¬ 
dle England was the latest model of a car 
you probably haven’t heard of yet - the 
SsangYong Tivoli. 

Built in South Korea by a company known 
until now for its range of tough but basic ma¬ 
chines, many with an off-road potential, the 
Tivoli marks a serious move towards Euro¬ 
pean respectability, where mere cheapness 
doesn’t always succeed. 

A decade or so ago a couple of other Ko¬ 
reans - Hyundai and Kia - began their climb 
upmarket and have succeeded beyond per¬ 
haps even their dreams. Can SsangYong do 
it too? 

The earlier Tivoli versions, arriving mid- 
2015 made a firm case for a positive answer 
- ‘yes!’ - and at prices that start at £12,950 
for a front-driver with petrol engine. 

Which makes it great value rather than 
an absolute steal; often a sign that makers 


reckons their cars are now good enough 
to entice buyers without needing a bargain 
basement price tag. 

SsangYong was right; the first Tivolis were 
decent enough to drive and very well kitted 
out for the money. 

They also felt better put together (on the 
inside in particular) than opposition selling 
for more. 

But what about a Tivoli selling for more 
than £20,000 when you’ve added metallic 
paint (£500) and a £400 styling pack with 
fancy alloys, black roof, spoiler and door 
mirrors? That’s moving the car deep into the 
European mainstream, where you’ll find a 
host of smart cars looking for style-savvy 
buyers. 

Well, driving is believing and SsangYong 
has a winner on its hands, so long as it can 
persuade you to sit in the car and then take 
it for a drive. 

Should your route take in a deep 
waterhole and a couple of crazily angled 
slopes, the admiration factor will ramp up 
quickly. For here is a car that genuinely sur¬ 
prised in places no sane owner will ever take 
it. A winter’s drive home on snowy roads is 
going to be chicken feed for this newest ver¬ 
sion of the Tivoli. 

The all-wheel drive system puts all the 
power through the front wheels until it de¬ 
tects slippage, when the rears are instantly 
brought into action. This ought to mean 
better fuel economy than in a car with all the 
wheels working all the time. 

You can have a six-speed manual gearbox 
or an automatic unit in your Tivoli 4x4 but 
both will be powered by the same 1.6 diesel 
engine that became an option in the 2WD 
range some months ago. 

It produces 113bhp, enough for 107mph 



Well, driving is believing 
and SsangYong has a 
winner on its hands, so 
long as it can persuade 
you to sit in the car. 


top speed with the auto box and the sprint 
to 62mph in 12.3 seconds (109mph/12.0 
seconds for the manual), with the auto ‘box 
hitting emissions and fuel consumption, so 
that the figures of 156g/km and 47.9mpg 
average look underwhelming - stick to the 
DIY gearbox and things improve to 123g/ 
km and 60.1 mpg. 

Out on proper road surfaces the diesel 
auto 4x4 Tivoli hums along nicely, allowing 
you to admire its fit and finish and start to 
take in the goodies that this top version 
has on board. 

Standard kit on the ELX includes sat¬ 


ellite navigation (Spanish is optional!), a 
superbly clear reversing camera, leather 
upholstery and heated front seats, climate 
control, keyless entry and start, auto dip¬ 
ping interior mirror, cruise control and (hur¬ 
rah), a space saver spare wheel. 

The ELX 4x4 auto costs £19,500, a six- 
speed manual is £1,000 less and the EX 
4x4 diesel with a bit less kit is £17,100. 

Ssangyong thinks 500 people will take a 
Tivoli 4x4 in 2016. 

They may be surprised, especially if they 
can persuade showroom visitors to take a 
drive. 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP -1 

DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

VIDEO DEVI Ell 

B 

DEALERSHIP INFORMATION 



expressandstar.com/drivetime 





























Olsson: We 
all need to 
chip in and 
help Ron 

ALBION defender Jonas Olsson 
says it’s important defenders chip 
in and help misfiring team-mate 
Salomon Rondon. 

Albion’s big centre-back has 
been one of the team’s major goal 
threats in recent weeks. 

He hit the underside of the bar 
against Arsenal and was then 
stunned by a superb Hugo Lloris 
reflex save against Spurs. 

Olsson also had a volley ruled 
out against Liverpool before finally 
opening his account for the season 
with a towering header. 

“I felt really - not that I was 
being cursed - but third time in 
just a few games where I nearly 
scored, so it was good to get one 
finally in the second half,” he said. 

Right-back Craig Dawson got Al¬ 
bion’s other goal, and Olsson says 
it’s crucial the rest of the team 
help out when the strikers are 
struggling. 

“It’s good to have threats,” he 
said. “If it’s not working one day 
for a striker you can win the game 
from set pieces and get points from 
set pieces. 

“If the set pieces don’t work one 
day hopefully they [the strikers] 
will put one in so it’s good to be 
versatile in that perspective.” 

Head coach Tony Pulis was dis¬ 
appointed with the way Olsson’s 
volley was disallowed, but his cen¬ 
tre-back was more magnanimous. 

“He explained that he wasn’t 
sure if it came off me or off the 
Liverpool player, that’s why he 
waited for the official’s opinion,” 
said Olsson. 

“I looked at it on the replay and 
it was offside so fair play, good de¬ 
cision.” 

Olsson says targeting set pieces 
is a deliberate plan Albion employ. 


Split-second 
Smith avoids 
‘broken leg’ 

BOURNEMOUTH’S Adam Smith 
reckons James McClean’s challenge 
would have broken his leg if he 
hadn’t jumped a split-second before 
the Albion winger’s red-card tackle. 

Albion’s winger was sent off in the 
34th minute for a retaliatory foul on 
Smith branded ‘poor’ by head coach 
Tony Pulis. 

Ten seconds after McClean 
thought Smith had fouled him, the 
Irish international hunted down 
Bournemouth’s goalscorer on the 
byline and recklessly flew into him. 

“I could see out of the corner of 
my eye that he was sprinting to¬ 
wards me so I knocked the ball and 
as I knocked the ball I jumped be¬ 
cause I knew he was going to come 
for me” said Smith. 

“It was lucky I did because if my 
leg was standing I could have been 
hurt. He could have broken my leg.” 


Big year ahead for Jordanne 


WINNING all four Grand Slams in a year is not a 
feat many tennis players can say they’ve achieved, 
but Jordanne Whiley can. 

Last year the 23-year-old from Halesowen won all 
four women’s wheelchair doubles Grand Slams with 
Japanese partner Yui Kamiji. 

This year she shifted focus to singles and in 
September became the first Briton to win an open 
wheelchair singles Grand Slam when she triumphed 
in the US Open. 

Whiley and Kamiji also retained their Wimbledon 
and Australian Open titles this year, leaving the 
West Midlands girl with seven Grand Slam titles 
already under her belt. But there’s more to come. 


“I never set out to be a history maker or to win so 
many titles,” said Whiley. 

“That’s just the way that it’s gone and it’s been 
a bonus. 

“What I really embrace and enjoy is being a role 
model.” 

Like her father Keith, who was also a wheelchair 
tennis player, Whiley has osteogenesis imperfecta, 
known commonly as brittle bone disease. 

She first picked up a tennis racket in Israel at the 
age of three when dad Keith was out there compet¬ 
ing in a tournament. 

Coached by her father until the age of 12 when she 
was talent spotted, Whiley became Britain’s young¬ 


est ever national wheelchair champion at the age of 
14. 

Her career has continued to flourish since then 
and having achieved nearly all there is to do in the 
doubles game, she’s now one of the top seeds in the 
singles. 

“I want to be the greatest singles player in the 
world and I want to win all the grand slams I possi¬ 
bly can,” she said. 

“Singles to me is the most important. I feel like 
I’ve peaked in doubles. 

“I am still yet to win Paralympic gold in doubles.” 
Next year is a big one for Whiley. Wimbledon will be 
featuring a wheelchair singles tournament. 


Ayew is hero of 


the day for Villa 



Newcastle 1 Villa 1 

JORDAN Ayew’s piledriver denied 
Newcastle a third successive Premier 
League victory and handed relega¬ 
tion-haunted Villa a glimmer of hope. 

The Ghana international cancelled out a 
rare Fabricio Coloccini strike - his first goal 
in more than 13 months - and ensured a 1-1 
draw on a rain-soaked evening at St James’ 
Park. 

Villa grew into the game after finding them¬ 
selves under the cosh for most of the first half and 
enjoyed the better of the second as the Magpies 
went to pieces in front of a crowd of 48,234. 

Remi Garde’s side remain at the foot of the 
table - and few sides who have occupied that posi¬ 
tion at Christmas have survived - but the manner 
in which they played will at least give cause for a 
little more optimism. 

Newcastle ran out having been warned by head 
coach Steve McClaren not to underestimate Villa, 
and the opening 45 minutes proved to be some¬ 
thing of an arm-wrestle. 

Whipped 

Neither keeper had a save of note to make until 
Brad Guzan was called upon on the half-hour 
when Daryl Janmaat picked out Papiss Cisse 
with a whipped cross, but the striker’s header 
lacked both power and direction. 

The Senegal international departed three min¬ 
utes later through injury and was replaced, to 
popular acclaim, by Aleksandar Mitrovic, who 
was soon in the thick of the action. 

Both the Serbia international and Georginio 
Wijnaldum were unable to reach Moussa Sis- 
soko’s driven 33rd-minute cross, but Mitrovic 
forced the first genuine save of the game from 
Guzan with a looping 37th-minute header. And 
the home side took the lead from the resulting 
corner. 

Siem de Jong appeared to mishit his corner, 
but it was allowed to travel across the penalty 
area to Coloccini, who gleefully thumped it past 
Guzan’s despairing dive. 

Standing water on the pitch was making life 
difficult for both sides, but Villa coped better as 
the half-time whistle approached and full-back 
Leandro Bacuna curled an injury-time free-kick 
into Rob Elliot’s midriff after Idrissa Gueye 


had been felled by Chancel Mbemba 25 yards out. 
Elliot was extended significantly further by Jordan 
Veretout’s stinging left-foot drive within seconds of 
the restart and, as Villa enjoyed their best spell of the 
game, Ayew volleyed high over after Paul Dummett 
had half-cleared a Veretout free-kick. 

But De Jong really should have put the game to 
bed with 57 minutes gone when he was picked out 
unmarked by Wijnaldum beyond the far post, but 


somehow contrived to miss the target. The visitors 
made their hosts pay four minutes later when, after 
substitute Rudy Gestede had forced a fingertip save 
from Elliot, Ayew smashed a stunning shot across the 
keeper and inside the far post to level. 

McClaren’s men were rocking and they might have 
fallen behind four minutes later when Gestede only 
just failed to get a touch on Ayew’s teasing cross as 
he slid in. 


Weds get 
another 
win under 
their belts 

Wednesbury RUFC 11 
Bloxwich RUFC 7 

WITH Wednesbury going nearly 
half the season with no win they 
have now have two wins in two 
weeks. 

After beating Willenhall last 
week their visitors this week were 
local rival Bloxwich, always very 
tough games this was no excep¬ 
tion. 

The weather again very bad the 
pitch soon got churned up, this 
made a running game very diffi¬ 
cult so a close tight game was the 
order of the day. 

This game was never going to be 
a classic in fact it was a very dour 
and poor game. 

Wednesbury started very well 
forcing Bloxwich into giving away 
penalties, with the very soft and 
slippery ground it made it difficult 
for kickers to keep their feet or 
kick accurately. 

It took Wednesbury 15 minutes 
to get onto the score sheet, Dan 
Till kicking a penalty. 

With five minutes left in the half 
Bloxwich gave away another pen¬ 
alty which Till converted. 

It took Dale Doughty just five 
minutes to make his presence felt 
from the ruck close to the Blox¬ 
wich line, he picked up the ball 
and raced over for a try, no con¬ 
version. 

Wednesbury started to take the 
upper hand, Jordan Allwood doing 
tremendous work off the scrum 
and No.8 Gary Page gaining yards 
running at the Bloxwich defence. 

With two minutes of the game 
left Bloxwich took advantage of a 
mistake by Wednesbury to score a 
try, no conversion. 

Wednesbury do not have a game 
now till January 9 at Cannock. 
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Albion boss 
will fine pair 
for red cards 

ALBION will fine both James Mc¬ 
Clean and Salomon Rondon after 
their red cards against Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

McClean was sent off in the 34th 
minute for dangerously scything 
down right-back Adam Smith in re¬ 
taliation for an earlier challenge. 

Rondon was shown a straight red 
in injury time for shoving his head 
into Dan Gosling and kicking out at 
the Cherries’ midfielder. 

After the game, Tony Pulis said he 
didn’t need to speak to the pair, but 
will fine them both. 

The Welshman blamed two deci¬ 
sions made by referee Mike Dean 
for raising the temper of his play¬ 
ers. But he did admit their reactions 
were wrong. 

“I think you have to accept the 
referees at times will make decisions 
you’re not happy with,” he said. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Another win for 
wednesbury side 
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Ayew is the hero 
against Toon 
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Legend Regis tells Rondon to dig deep 


Town’s woes 
deepen with 
Malvern four 

Tipton Town 0 Malvern 4 

TIPTON Town’s woes were further 
deepened with a 4-0 home defeat to Mal¬ 
vern Town in the West Midlands Pre¬ 
mier League. 

Town keeper Sandip Bains made a 
good stop after 10 minutes to deny Brian 
Craven but it wasn’t going to be a good 
day to be between the sticks. 

After 18 minutes a hotly-disputed pen¬ 
alty gave the visitors the chance to go in 
front and Lee Hooper drove firmly past 
Bains from 12 yards to open the scoring 
for Malvern. 

Ben Hayes fired over the top for Mal¬ 
vern before they extended their lead just 
a few minutes later. 

The Tipton defence were unable to 
clear and Hayes converted at the far 
post. 

Former player, Mark Ganderton, hav¬ 
ing just rejoined Tipton, impressed with 
neat and tidy footwork until being un¬ 
ceremoniously upended by Chris Parker 
earning the latter player a booking for 
the tackle. 

Tipton narrowly failed to reduce the 
arrears just before the break. Sangha’s 
hard graft down the right flank created 
an opportunity for Ganderton but his ef¬ 
fort went just wide keeping the visitors 
in the lead. 

After 63 minutes Sangha crossed for 
Gregg Grey but visiting keeper Charlie 
Weaver made an outstanding save to 
keep Tipton heading towards a shutout. 

With Tipton pushing more players 
forward, they were caught in the 71st 
minute as Dave Reynolds finished off 
an incisive break that brought another 
score. 

And with injury time being played 
Tipton’s crest-fallen defence capitu¬ 
lated again to allow Jack Gullity to net 
a fourth goal for the visitors. 

Nathan's Waite is 
over with his first 
goal of the season 

Halesowen 1 Frickley Athletic 1 

NATHAN Waite notched his first goal of 
the season but a late Frickley equaliser 
meant Halesowen had to settle for their 
sixth draw in eight league games. 

Jean-Michel Gueyes created most of 
Halesowen’s danger, although Frickley 
forced a series of first-half corners. 

Visiting centre-half Jon Cyrus went 
closest but failed to make a good enough 
contact with a free header from Bradley 
Grayson’s 42nd-minute corner. 

A minute before the interval, a cheeky 
chip from Aaron Griffiths was clawed 
away from the top corner by the Frickley 
goalkeeper Sebastian Malkowski. 

But the Yeltz took the lead just three 
minutes into the second half when 
Gueyes delivered a dangerous right-wing 
cross for Waite to head home from close 
range. 

Waite then struck a rebound into the 
side netting. 

The visitors made a late double sub¬ 
stitution and the change paid off just 
seconds later as substitute Christopher 
Wood’s flick set up Grayson to equalise 
with a fine 80th-minute low drive. 


LEGENDARY Albion striker Cyrille Regis has 
urged Salomon Rondon to dig deep into his men¬ 
tal reserves and prove he can score the goals to 
fire Albion up the Premier League table. 

The club’s £12 million record signing has 
wasted several chances in recent weeks, but 
Regis wants the Venezuelan to keep believing in 
his ability. 

Regis scored 112 goals in 297 appearances for 
Albion during the team’s most successful period 
in the 1970s and 80s. 

A cult hero, he remembers what is required 
during a barren spell. 



Albion 1 Bournemouth 2 

THE ramifications of this game 
will be felt all the way into the 
new year. 

Two moments of madness from 
James McClean and Salomon Rondon 
have left two of Albion’s most impor¬ 
tant players with three-match bans. 

Tony Pulis’s side have had an impressively 
small number of injuries so far this season, 
meaning the busy Christmas period will be the 
first time the whole squad has really been tested. 

McClean’s red card was Sunday League stupid. 

It doesn’t matter if Adam Smith caught him in 
the challenge ten seconds beforehand, the Irish 
winger should be professional enough not to re¬ 
taliate like that. 

He’s obviously not learned from his mistakes. 

The very day before Saturday’s game, Albion 
were handed a £25,000 fine for failing to control 
their players after McClean steamed in on Mousa 
Dembele in the last game at The Hawthorns. 

There was also an incident for Ireland when 
the winger picked up an unnecessary yellow card, 
banning him for their important game with Ger¬ 
many. 

Temper 

He needs to learn to control his temper before 
opposing players start trying to intentionally pro¬ 
voke it. It’s a glaring weakness in an otherwise 
strong all-round game. 

There was something almost inevitable about 
McClean’s red card but Pulis seemed genuinely 
surprised by Rondon’s. 

Forever smiling, the Venezuelan’s personality 
has been the epitome of care-free South American 
samba. 

But it was yet another frustrating afternoon for 
the hard-working, hard-running £12 million man. 

An Artur Boruc save denied him a much- 
needed and deserved goal just after half-time and 
his hold-up play was superb for a striker even 
more isolated than usual because of McClean’s 
idiocy. 

After a few weeks of missing chances, it became 
too much for him. All that pressure and angst 
boiled over. 

Shoving his head towards Dan Gosling was stu- 


Football 


“The thing is, as a goalscorer you have to keep 
believing mentally,” he said. “You have to keep 
going in there, that is the challenge, to keep offer¬ 
ing yourself, to put yourself in the box. 

“You can’t play football - especially as a striker 
- without mental strength. There’s going to be 
times when you’re a hero. The following season 
you could be the villain.” 

Rondon has only scored three goals since mov¬ 
ing to the Baggies in the summer. At the start 
of the season he was working hard but wasn’t 


pid yes, but there’s a reason he was clapped off by 
The Hawthorns faithful. 

Here was a crowd who recognised his mistake, 
empathised with his pain, and appreciated his 
effort. 

Which brings us to Pulis. The Welshman has 
more than 20 years of managerial experience 
and was unbeaten in four games going into this 
match. 

He’s one of the most criminally under-appreci¬ 
ated managers in the Premier League. 

But playing one up front at home to Bourne¬ 
mouth seemed unnecessarily cautious. 

If ever there was a game for Albion to impose 


getting the service. In recent weeks though, the 
chances have fallen to him but his finishing has 
looked rusty. 

“If you’re a striker, you’re reliant on everybody 
else to score you goals,” said Regis. “You have to 
make that run, and gamble on that opportunity 
to be in there. 

“Make those runs and put yourself in there. 
Strikers are dependent on creativity. 

“Yes, you’ve got to do something yourself, put 
yourself in there, but if the team is not creative, 
it doesn’t matter how good you are as a striker 
you’re not going to score goals.” 


themselves on a team, to wrestle control of the 
ball and keep it, this was it. Having just 37.8 per 
cent possession at home to a promoted team is 
not just worrying, it’s practically insulting to the 
home fans. 

Bournemouth are a good side, unbeaten in five, 
and came to The Hawthorns on the back of victo¬ 
ries over Chelsea and Manchester United. 

Unfortunately for Pulis, playing such a stub¬ 
born style of football focused only on results 
means, when they go bad, the fans turn quickly. 

Of course, had Craig Dawson scored his header, 
Albion could have won the game. 


Sports score 
two to beat 
the Lockmen 

Willenhall 0 Dudley Sports 2 

WILLENHALL were left to rue missed 
chances as Dudley Sports twice caught 
them on the break in the second half to 
record a 2-0 win. 

With injuries, suspensions, work and 
departures biting them hard, The Reds 
made a good start with several new sign¬ 
ings looking particularly bright early on 
as two corners and a Dan Bryson header 
troubled Sports. Jordon Lovell looked 
bright going forward on the left, well 
supported by Jon Ashfall, putting in a 
string of crosses. 

The Greens looked dangerous on the 
counter, especially the speed of Shep¬ 
herd Machingauta, which created half 
chances sporadically. 

Just before the break Jamie Nugent’s 
determination saw him win a lost cause 
and force Joe Sidaway into a good low 
save to the keeper’s left. 

Ross Clarke saw an early free-kick 
after the break curl just over before 
having a penalty appeal turned down 
when the official waited for Jon Ashfall 
to leave the box before deciding to blow, 
Clarke curling the kick a yard wide. 

Lloyd Sanders produced a brilliant 
cross which Lovell turned onto the bar 
with the keeper beaten on 67 minutes 
before Sports countered at speed. 

Clarke mis-timed a tackle and was 
subsequently booked after a good ad¬ 
vantage was played and the resulting 
cross was turned in by Craig Lewis on 
69 minutes. 

Asfall created another good chance for 
Clarke before Ashfall and Nugent had 
efforts blocked in a goalmouth scramble 
on 81 minutes. 

Two minutes into stoppage time, 
Machingauta broke at speed down the 
right and his first-time cross was ex¬ 
pertly guided home by the head of sub 
Anil Sunder from a very tight angle. 

Goalkeeper Foster 
back in training 

ALBION keeper Ben Foster is back in 
training after nearly eight months out 
with a knee injury. 

The England shot-stopper returned to 
training with the rest of the squad . 

It is hoped the 32-year-old could be 
challenging for a return to the side 
within two or three weeks. 

However, he will face a fight with goal¬ 
keeping incumbent Boaz Myhill who has 
been impressing between the posts in 
Foster’s absence. 

Foster damaged his cruciate ligament 
in March and was originally pencilled in 
to return in October but suffered a set¬ 
back during the autumn. 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, December 24, 2015 


MOMENTS 
IN BANS 



Albion’s Gareth McAuley (right) scores his side’s first goal at The Hawthorns 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 

® 



Bespoke Kitchen 




Britannia Street, Oldbury 
B69 2PG T: 0121 557 7222 
www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 


FURNITURE CLEARANCE REGINS TUESDAY 
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Read by more than 68,000 people 


Price when sold 60p 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


LOW SALE PRICES • PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER ♦ NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE 



style and ' distinct i^oi 


Excellence in one of 
4 Inis exciting new brand. 


([ousins 

WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


Be early to take 
advantage of extra discounts 
off all sale prices throughout the 
stores, with many one-off deals 
and limited stocks available. 


Pay nothing until Summer, 
no deposit, interest free. 


SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 9am • BE EARLY FOR THE MANY ONE-OFF DEALS 
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Sofas. Carpets. Beds. Dining. Bedrooms. Lighting. Mirrors. Pictures. Cushions. Cookshop. Accessories. And much more. 



rest assured 

POCKETED KIN 
Normal 


DRAWER DIVAN 


WINTE 

* EX1 
DISCC 

OFF ALL S; 


STARTS BOXI 


Cousins WINTER SALE STARTS 

Be early to take advantage of extra discounts off 


With huge reductions on every single item, there's i 
carpets, beds, homewares and much more, i 

Buy now and pay nothing until summer • 


look 


At Cousins you can 
accessorise every 
room in your home 


C . r 

Joseph 


Parker Knoll 


Harrison 


LOUIS LEANER 
LARGE FULL 
LENGTH MIRROR 
(69"X 35") 
Normal £349 
Sale £+99 


1HALO 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 


ARBRE COMPLETE CORNERGROUP (INCLUDES STOOL) 
Normal £129 9 Sale £999 
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Stay connected with 


Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/CousinsFurniture 


Follow us on Twitter you Watch us on YouTube 


www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 


www.youtube.com/CousinsFurnitureUK 


R SALE 

rRA 

>UNTS 

ME PRICES 


NG DAY 9am 


ON BOXING DAY AT 9am. 

all sale prices for the start of the sale only. 

lever been a better time to save on furniture, 
ncluding all the famous brand names. 

■ not even a deposit - interest free. 
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■NT OAK TABLE AND 4 CHAIRS 
Normal £2669 | Sale £+599 


Choice. 

Quality. 


Value. 


Whether your taste is contemporary, 
traditional, modern or classical. Cousins have 
the answer, all at their famous low sale prices 

The choice is enormous, all beautifully 
displayed in inspirational room settings. 


SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 9am 


SUMMER. NO DEPOSIT INTEREST FREE. 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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STARTS 

BOXING DAY 9am 


r PLUS 

SAVE I EXTRA OFFERS 

25 % 




fluimmoTif 

TECHNOLOGIES 

The Ultimate 
Health Mattress 
Range 



PLUS SPECIAL OFFERS 


(ousins 


WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


STARTS BOXING DAY 9am 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL THE SUMMER. 

NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES: 

Boxing Day Sat 9am-5.30pm / Sun 27th llam-5pm, Mon 28th 9.30am-6pm / Tues 29th 9.30am-8pm, 
Wed 30th 9.30am-6pm / Thur 31st 9.30am-6pm / New Years Day 10am-6pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Extra discounts throughout the stores this 

Boxing Day - with many savings of 50% 

or more. 

RADIUS swivel recliner chair and 
stool in grey and black 

NORMAL 

£299 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£149 

RONSON 3 seater sofa 

NORMAL 

£799 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 

(with double manual recliners) 

SALE 

£599 

1 PARKER KNOLL - pi SAVANNAH-AN EXTRA £100 OFF I 

| AT LEAST25% OFF EVERYTHING riUS WHEN YOU SPEND £1000 | 

BAYFIELD painted oak extending 
table and 4 chairs 

NORMAL 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 

WILLIS & GAMBIER Haydon table 

NORMAL 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£449 

and 4 Rachael chairs 

SALE 

ANNA complete bedroom (bedstead. 

NORMAL 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£549 

2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 

SALE 

MYERS Elara 

double 2 drawer divan set 

NORMAL 

£599 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£349 

BOWIE double 
fabric bedstead 

NORMAL 

£599 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£299 

RUGS - assorted sizes, 
styles and colours 

SAVEUPTO 1 

60% OFF | 

COLUMBIA stain resistant carpet - 

NORMAL 
£12.95 ni £ 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 1 

£4.95m 2 | 

choice of 20 colours 

SALE^ ^ 

ARTHUR PRICE 

Cutlery dinner sets 

50% OFF 1 

ALL REMAINING STOCK | 



UPHOLSTERY 


VISIT COUSINS EXTENSIVE 
CARPETS, FLOORING & RUGS 
DEPARTMENT 



D PI C P ®ur price P romise 

rmv-c to you, we won't be 
PROMISE beaten on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 

30 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials and 
in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 10th January 2016 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 






































